STATE LIBRARY BOARD

REGULAR MEETING
First Quarter 2024-2025
August 9, 2024

AGENDA

10:00 a.m.
Call to Order: Deborah Knox, Chairperson
A. Approval of Minutes [May 10, 2024]
Unfinished Business
B. Administration Report and SFY2025/FFY2023 Agency Funding
C. State Aid and Scholarship Rules
Other Unfinished Business
New Business
D. State Aid FY2025/Scholarships
a. Public Library Systems Qualifying for State Aid
b. First Quarter State Aid Disbursement
c.  New Scholarship Applications
d. Recommendation for Scholarship Assistance
E. Staff Reports, Travel, and Correspondence
F. Public Library Systems and Library Development Districts
G. Board Directory, By-Laws, and Meetings
Other New Business

H. Survey of Public Library Holdings for 30-title List
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STATE LIBRARY BOARD
REGULAR MEETING
Fourth Quarter 2023-2024
May 10, 2024

The State Library Board convened on May 10, 2024, in the Bessie Moore Conference Room at the
Arkansas State Library. Board members present were Deborah Knox (Chair), JoAnn Campbell (Vice-
Chair), Lupe Pefia de Martinez, Donnette Smith, and Shari Bales, with Pamela Meridith and Jason Rapert
attending via Zoom. Staff members present were State Librarian Jennifer Chilcoat, Deputy Director
Kristen Cooke, Brooke Crawford, Jenn Wann, Sarah Lipsey, and Jaynie Browne. Julie Chavis from the
Office of the Attorney General and Daniel Shults from the ADE Legal Department were also present.
Chilcoat welcomed Chief Huggs of Capitol Police.

Knox called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. The first item of business was the approval of the minutes
from February 9, 2024 [A1]. A motion for approval was made by Pefia de Martinez, seconded by
Campbell. The motion passed.

Brooke Crawford, Administrative Services Manager, covered items in Tab B, beginning with an update
on the current vacant positions. The number of authorized staff is 49, and the agency’s budgeted staff
number is currently 45. The current staff is 36 full-time positions and 1 extra help position with 2 shared
services positions and 9 vacant positions. Our appropriation bill was passed in the fiscal session and is
now Act 57. Servers were moved to DIS West, and migration was completed by Ken Giesbrecht on April
23. The Bessie Moore Conference Room has had new microphones installed to enhance the voice
capabilities of Zoom. Crawford completed her report with a brief overview of the State General Revenue
[B2] and the Federal LSTA Revenue [B3] spreadsheets.

Chilcoat reviewed Tab C, containing the Standards for State Aid to Public Libraries [C1], the Rules
Governing Distribution of Scholarship Assistance [C2], and the Scholarship Assistance Application form
[C3].

Debbie Hall, Manager of Grants and Special Projects, gave her report [D1]. The FFY22 State Program
Report has been reviewed and accepted by IMLS. The federal grant award beginning October 1, 2024, is
$2,517,781. On March 26 - 29, Senior IMLS Program Officer Dennis Nangle made his quinquennial site
visit to increase his knowledge of ASL’s use of LSTA funds. Attached to Hall’s report is a letter of
appreciation from Nangle [D3] and an agenda from the Showcase of LSTA projects [D4] presented to him
during his visit by ASL staff.

Chilcoat presented a Memorandum of Understanding between John McGraw and Lonoke County
Libraries [E1]. This is an agreement that John McGraw will provide consulting services to the Director of
the Lonoke County Libraries until the director receives her MLS, in order for the library system to retain
its eligibility for State Aid. A motion was made by Campbell to approve the Memorandum of
Understanding between John McGraw and Lonoke County Libraries, seconded by Bales. The motion
passed.

Chilcoat reviewed Public Library Systems Qualifying for State Aid [E2], noting any changes during the
past quarter. A motion was made by Pefia de Martinez, seconded by Campbell, to approve the list. The
motion passed.

A motion was made by Campbell, seconded by Smith, to approve the list of recommended FY2024 State
Aid Fourth Quarter Payments [E3]. The motion passed.

Scholarship applications [E4] were presented from Hailey Beliew of Faulkner County Library, Emma Ellis
of Fayetteville Public Library, and Kylie Sloane Lott of the Independence County Library. A motion was
made by Smith, seconded by Bales, to approve the applications. The motion passed.



The Recommendation for Scholarship Assistance [E5] was presented, requesting reimbursement for eight
recipients’ coursework. A total of 49 hours were completed for a total cost of $12,050. A motion to
approve the list was made by Pefia de Martinez, seconded by Campbell. The motion passed.

State Librarian Jennifer Chilcoat gave her report [F1]. Chilcoat attended a meeting of the Joint Budget
Committee in early March. Following the conclusion of Crosby Kemper III's four-year term, IMLS
Deputy Director for Library Services Cyndee Landrum has been appointed as IMLS’s Acting Director.
ASL'’s appropriation for FY2025, Arkansas House Bill 1028, has passed and been sent to the Senate.

Deputy Director Kristen Cooke began her report [F2]. The annual public library survey closed on April
19, 2024. The 2024 Survey was collected through a new platform for the first time and Cooke conducted
134 survey related consultations. Cooke will begin the federal verification and submission process after
the closure of the state collection period. On March 7, Kristen Cooke, Deborah Knox, and David
Branscum attended meetings with US Congressmen and Senators to discuss and report on the utilization
of federal funding in Arkansas’s public libraries. Approval was granted to advertise the vacant positions
of Information Services Manager and Statewide Sharing and Outreach Coordinator.

Jenn Wann, Manager of Library Development, began her report [F3] with an update on the circulating
Solar Science Kits during the period May 2023-April 2024. During that period, a total of 45 kits were
borrowed and 169 Solar Science Programs were held, with a total number of 3,239 participants. Wann
shared positive feedback from a participant of the ALL-In workshop. A virtual All-In session on
Storytelling will be held on April 16.

Wann covered [F4] on behalf of Karen O’Connell, Coordinator of the Arkansas Center for the Book. IMLS
will grant funding to Centers to attend the National Book Festival. Also, COSLA is coordinating
Participation Stipends toward local Great Reads author events. The permissions have been provided for
the 2024 Arkansas Gems selected titles.

Wann covered [F5] on behalf of Amber Gregory, Manager of E-Rate Services. The E-Rate application
filing window closed on March 27, 2024. Gregory collaborated with the Arkansas State Broadband Office
(ARSBO) on the BEAD map challenge process. Gregory also collaborated with Arkansas digital skills
stakeholders and the ARSBO regarding the Arkansas Digital Skills and Opportunity Plan.

Wann covered [F6] on behalf of Ruth Hyatt, Coordinator of Youth Services. The committees for the
Charlie May Simon Award and the Arkansas Diamond Primary Award have completed the consideration
cycle and created a list of nominees for 2024-2025. Hyatt conducted five training sessions for Youth
Services staff around the state of Arkansas, with a total of 52 participants.

Wann covered [F7] on behalf of Janine Jamison-Miller, Coordinator of Training and Development. During
this quarter, 41 Library Juice Academy Courses were requested, and 37 evaluations have been received.
PCI webinars offered 14 live weekly webinars. There were 322 registrations for those sessions, and 1,565
views of archived webinar content during this quarter. Jamison-Miller conducted four in-person,
statewide Friends of the Library training sessions for friends, directors, library staff, and liaisons. A total
of 40 participants from 15 different libraries attended.

Kristina Hancock, Manager of Arkansas Library for the Blind, began her report [F8] with an update that
all BPD patron records have been digitized. Marybeth Wise, our NLS regional consultant, came to visit on
March 28-29. Bookshare was recently acquired by BPD and now has 50 subscriptions. This quarter, BPD
circulated a total of 88,217 books. Of this figure, 66,966 were by direct mail circulation, 92 were direct mail
circulation of braille books, and 21,251 were patron downloads from the Braille and Audio Reading
Download (BARD) program. Of the total circulated, around 31 percent were patron downloads. The



MOKA Conference for the Blind will be held in Springfield, MO, May 28-30. Hancock and Natalie Marlin
will exhibit library services and give a presentation on BARD 2.0 at this conference.

Cooke delivered the report [F9] for the Information Services Manager position, which is currently vacant.
Britni McGuire will be joining the Arkansas State Library on May 13, 2024, as the Information Services
Manager. Joanna Delavan, Senior Librarian, attended the 45t annual US Patents and Trademarks
Resource Center Program Training Seminar on April 8-11.

Cooke delivered the report [F10] for the Statewide Sharing and Engagement Coordinator position, which
is currently vacant. O’Connell, Arkansas Center for the Book Coordinator, met with the vendor for
Mockingbird in early April to discuss preliminary plans for annual in-person user training. Information
Services staff are collaborating on a resource guide to enhance the reading experience of The Secret Book of
Flora Lea by Patti Callahan Henry, which is the 2024 selection for If All Arkansas Read the Same Book.

Jennifer Razer covered [F11] on behalf of Sarah Lipsey, Division Manager of Collection Management. On
March 4, 2024, Flannery Hirrel filled the Librarian position in Acquisitions. Hirrel will conduct copy
cataloging for depository and non-depository collections and will participate in special projects related to
collection management. The Symphony ILS upgrades were completed March 1.

Jennifer Razer, Manager of Digital Services, delivered her report [F12]. The State Documents Staff
continues to keep digital submissions up to date while new staff are going through onboarding and
training sessions to assist with the workload. The processing of physical documents has begun now that
all new staff have been fully trained in processing digital publications. Meyer’s Senior Librarian training
is expected to be completed by June 2024.

Katie Walton, Manager of Acquisitions, covered her report [F13]. Senior Librarian Toshona Carter
continues her training in Acquisition procedures and the required OPM training for supervisors.
Acquisitions is currently working on purchasing books with remaining state fiscal year funds. Draft
contracts from the five Traveler vendors (ProQuest, World Book, InfoBase, Pronunciator, and
Bloomsbury) are being reviewed by the vendors for their signatures. The signed contracts will then be
entered into ADE’s Contract Review System.

Chilcoat briefly covered correspondence [F14] and the current news clippings relating to the library
community [F15], the map of the Arkansas Public Library Systems [G1], and the list of Public Libraries of
Arkansas by Library Development Districts [G2].

Chilcoat then reviewed the contact info for the State Library Board [H1] and other contacts in ADE, the
Governor’s Office, and the Attorney General’s Office [H2].

The Arkansas State Library Board Bylaws were presented [H3], along with the ASL Board Standing
Committee Assignments [H4]. The Bylaws Committee, which consists of Bales, Campbell, and Smith,
convened a meeting Friday, May 3, 2024, to discuss an amendment to the Bylaws. The Bylaws Committee
presented their proposed amendment to the board and requested approval to have the ADE Legal team
review the document and assist with drafting amendment language. Bales moved to approve a request
for ADE'’s assistance in reviewing and correcting the verbiage of the proposed amendment, and Pefia de
Martinez seconded. The motion passed.

Chilcoat then introduced Mary Perry, with the Arkansas Department of Education. Perry will be serving
as the liaison between many different boards overseen by the Secretary of Education.

The section was completed with the staff directory [H5] and the calendar of meetings for 2024 [H6].



Rapert discussed the reports that came back to his previously requested public library survey of holdings
for a list of 30 titles. He requested that further discussion of the survey and its included titles be added to
the August agenda.

Rapert introduced a motion to suspend all distribution of funds or payments to any library that allows
unrestricted access to books or materials that contain sexually explicit, obscene, or pornographic
materials to minor children. Bales seconded and asked if the motion would be redundant due to Act 372.
After board discussion regarding the status of Act 372 and the authority of the Arkansas State Library
Board to dictate conditions for the distribution of State Aid, Rapert made a substitute motion to suspend
all future distribution of funds or payments to any library that allows unrestricted access to books or
materials that contain sexually explicit, obscene, or pornographic materials to minor children, as
described in Act 372. The motion did not receive a second. A vote was held regarding the original motion
to suspend all distribution of funds or payments to any library that allows unrestricted access to books or
materials that contain sexually explicit, obscene, or pornographic materials to minor children, which was
seconded by Bales. The motion failed in a voice vote, and Rapert called for a roll call vote to be taken.
Rapert voted “aye.” Smith, Knox, Campbell, Bales, Pefia de Martinez, and Meridith voted “no.”

Rapert made a motion to suspend all distribution of funds or payments to any library actively suing the
State of Arkansas or Arkansas taxpayers, pending the final outcome of litigation in State or Federal
courts. The Arkansas State Library Board will ultimately decide how to handle disbursement of any
withheld funds at the conclusion of any pending litigation. Bales seconded the motion. Bales stated that
since we are in a position of authority over the public libraries, making this decision in regard to funds
could be taken as coercion or an attempt to legislate. Rapert reiterated his concerns about the materials
that are available in libraries to minors, and about the practice of distributing funds to libraries that are
suing the state. Pefia de Martinez reiterated her concerns about harming constituents by withholding
funds to their libraries. The motion failed in a voice vote, and Rapert called for a roll call vote to be taken.
Smith, Knox, Campbell, Bales, Pefia de Martinez, and Meridith voted “no.” Rapert voted “yes.”

A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Campbell, seconded by Pefia de Martinez. The motion
passed. The meeting was adjourned at 12:13 p.m.

Approval Date Jennifer Chilcoat, State Librarian
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Administrative Services Manager - Brooke Crawford

Staff Information:

Authorized staff: 49 (+2 Shared Services positions = 51 total staff)

Budgeted staff: 43

Current staff @ 7/15/24: 37 Full-Time, 6 Vacant Positions +2 Shared Services positions, 3 Extra Help.

Hiring Freeze - Awaiting Approval: Public Information Specialist

Library Coordinator - Mockingbird Virtual Union Catalog: candidate to start on August 19th.
Library Technician - ILL: in process of advertising position.

State Closeout:

State closeout was completed on June 28. Currently working on the closeout reports: Closing Book and
Statewide Schedule of Expenditures of Federal Awards (SEFA). Closing Book has deadlines of July 19,
August 9 & August 30. SEFA deadline was July 29.

Biennium Budget:

Biennium budget requests were completed and turned into ADE by July 17 for their review. Deadline to
DFA - Office of Budget was July 22.

IT:

Clearing out old items and beginning prep work for a Marketing & Redistribution (M&R) request for
pickup. Working on replacing an outdated storage array; new array will be placed at DIS-West. In the
process of locating and verifying equipment that is in need of replacement.

April 15, 2024



STATE GENERAL REVENUE
EPA0100 BUDGET DISTRIBUTION FY2025
BY COMMITMENT ITEM
JUL 15, 2024
% OF
COMMITMENT TOTAL TOTAL ~ TOTAL  TOTAL %

ITEM DESCRIPTION APPRO. FY Blocks BUDGETED BUDGET EXPENDED BALANCE REMAINING
501:00:00 Reg. Salaries $1,750,087 $62,633 $1,687,454 46.2% $59,437  $1,628,017 96 %
501:00:01 Extra Help $10,000 $1,000 $9,000 0.2% $793 $8,207 91%
501:00:03 Pers. Sves. Matching $668,326 $44,999 $623,327 17.1% $32,468 $590,859 95%

Total Salaries & Matching $2,428,413 $108,632 $2,319,781 63.6% $92,698  $2,227,083 96 %
502:00:02 Operating Expenses $1,125,091 $30,318 $1,094,773 30.0% $104,302 $990,471 90%
505:00:09 Conf. & Travel $10,000 $10,000 0.3% $0 $10,000 100%
506:00:10 Prof. Fees & Services $0 $0 $0 0.0% $0 $0 0%
512:00:11 Capital Outlay $0 $0 $0 0.0% $0 $0 0%
Total M & O $1,135,091 $30,318 $1,104,773 30.3% $104,302  $1,000,471 91%
509:00:46 Books/Subscriptions $230,000 $5,000 $225,000 6.2% $1,785 $223,215 99%
TOTALS $3,793,504 $143,950 $3,649,554 100.0% $198,785  $3,450,769 95%
M&R paid to ASL account $0 100%

B2



FEDERAL LSTA REVENUE
FEL0100 FEL0200 BUDGET DISTRIBUTION FY2025
BY COMMITMENT ITEM
JUL 15, 2024
% OF
COMMITMENT TOTAL TOTAL TOTAL TOTAL

ITEM DESCRIPTION APPRO. BUDGETED BUDGET EXPENDED BALANCE % REMAINING
501:00:00 Reg. Salaries $502,646 $502,646 15.3% $14,026 $488,620 97%
501:00:01 Extra Help $22,000 $22,000 0.7% $785 $21,215 96%
501:00:03 Pers. Svcs. Matching $208,221 $208,221 6.4% $10,662 $197,559 95%
Total Salaries & Matching $732,867 $732,867 22.4% $25,473 $707,394 97%

502:00:02 Operating Expenses $2,357,700 $2,357,700 72.0% $2,065  $2,355,635 100%
505:00:09 Conf. & Travel $145,000 $145,000 4.4% $0 $145,000 100%
512:00:11 Capital Outlay $40,000 $40,000 1.2% $0 $40,000 100%
Total M & O $2,542,700 $2,542,700 77.6% $2,065  $2,540,635 100%

TOTALS $3,275,567 $3,275,567 100.0% $27,538  $3,248,029 99%

B3



This page intentionally left blank.



ARKANSAS STATE LIBRARY
900 WEST CAPITOL, STE 100
LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS 72201-3108

STANDARDS FOR STATE AID TO PUBLIC LIBRARIES

Authorized by Act 489, Acts of Arkansas, 1979

1.0 ORGANIZATION

1.1

1.2

1.3

All county libraries, including those in county or regional systems, shall
be organized in accordance with Act 244 of 1927. All city libraries,
including those in county or regional systems, shall be organized in
accordance with Act 177 of 1931.

County and city libraries shall provide evidence to the State Library Board
of organization and operation as a department of county or municipal
government.

Public library systems composed of county and/or city libraries shall
provide evidence to the State Library Board of organization and operation
under the provisions of a formal interlocal agreement, as provided in
Section 90, Act 742 of 1977.

2.0 GOVERNANCE

21

2.2

2.3

24

Policies for city, county, and regional library systems shall be established
by legally constituted administrative boards, comprised of trustees serving
designated terms, conducting regularly scheduled meetings, preferably not
less than quarterly, and functioning with recorded bylaws and policies
which are on file with the State Library.

The library shall comply with the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and shall
provide library service for all residents.

The library director shall submit quarterly, annual, and special reports as
required to the State Library and to local boards.

City, county, and regional library systems shall provide the State Library
with a copy of a current long range plan developed for the purpose of
guiding the public library administration in the attainment of goals and
future planning.

C1



3.0 FINANCE

3.1

3.2

3.3

34

3.5

The State Library Board supports the concept that libraries or library
systems serving populations greater than 50,000, with budgets in excess of
$250,000, can render more efficient, effective library service, and
preference of support shall be given to the development of such systems.

All libraries shall maintain the one mill county or city library tax on real
and personal property as authorized in Amendments 30 and 38 of the
Arkansas Constitution.

All cities and counties should restore the library tax to the maximum
permitted by law by not later than July 1, 1991.

Libraries should receive additional local support.

The annual budget for city, county, and regional libraries shall be filed
with the State Library. The budget should reflect an amount equal to the
previous annual budget, plus growth, with the allocation for materials
reflecting comparable growth.

4.0 PERSONNEL

4.1

4.2

4.3

44

City, county, and regional library systems participating in the State Aid to
Public Libraries program shall be administered by a qualified librarian. A
Master’s degree in Library Science awarded through a program accredited
by the American Library Association is recognized as the minimum
qualifying degree.

Systems employing a new head librarian or director after September 1,
1988, must provide the State Library Board with evidence of a qualifying
library degree in order to continue participation in the State Aid to Public
Libraries program.

Public library staff members should be well trained and qualified for their
position. They should be encouraged to participate in continuing
education and training programs to improve library skills.

All libraries should have adequate support staff, with no employee
receiving less than the current minimum wage.

5.0 FACILITIES

51

The county or city government shall provide a suitable building for
headquarters operation and adequate quarters for necessary branches.



6.0 RESOURCES AND RESOURCE SHARING

6.1

6.2

6.3

The library shall maintain a current collection of materials to serve all
citizens.

The library shall agree to provide interlibrary loan service to other libraries
in Arkansas.

The library shall coordinate services for the blind and physically
handicapped with the sections of the Arkansas State Library which
administer these services.

7.0 NOTIFICATION

7.1

If the State Library Board determines that a city, county, or regional library
or system fails to qualify for participation in the State Aid to Public
Libraries program, the State Librarian shall notify the board chairman and
the library director via certified mail not later than fifteen working days
following that determination.

8.0 RIGHT OF APPEAL

8.1

8.2

8.3

Upon determination by the State Library Board that a city, county, or
regional library or system fails to qualify for participation in the State Aid
to Public Libraries program, the library or system shall have the right to
appeal that decision at the next scheduled meeting of the State Library
Board. Intent to appeal must be filed in writing with the State Librarian
not more than thirty days following receipt of a notice of failure to meet
the standards.

All appeals shall be presented to the State Library Board in an open
hearing, with the final determination to be made by the State Library
Board.

The State Library Board may provisionally approve a city, county, or
regional library or system for a period of time they deem sufficient to
rectify deficiencies. The Board may grant additional waivers upon
acceptance of satisfactory evidence of progress.

9.01.88



1.00

20

3.00

4.0

5.0

ARKANSAS STATE LIBRARY
RULES GOVERNING DISTRIBUTION OF
SCHOLARSHIP ASSISTANCE

REGULATORY AUTHORITY

1.01  These rules shall be known as Arkansas State Library Rules Governing the Distribution of
Scholarship Assistance.

1.02 These rules are enacted pursuant to the Arkansas State Library’s authority under Act 489,
Acts of Arkansas 1979, Arkansas Code Anno. 13-2-201 et seq.

PURPOSE

2.01 It is the purpose of these rules to formalize a process already in existence and set
reasonable guidelines to make scholarship assistance available to every public library in the
state of Arkansas to address the education needs of public library staff working toward the
ultimate goal of obtaining a master’s degree in library and information science as defined in
3.04. These rules are specifically for the purpose of establishing standards for distributing
funds available through the state aid to public library fund administered by the Arkansas State
Library.

DEFINITIONS

3.01 For the purpose of these rules and regulations the applying institution must be a “public
library” located in Arkansas which is duly established and recognized pursuant to Arkansas
Code 13-2-401, 13-2-501, 13-2-901 and those libraries which have been determined by the
Arkansas State Library to be functioning as a “public library.”

3.02 ASL refers to the Arkansas State Library.
3.03 ALA refers to the American Library Association.

3.04 A master’s degree refers to the educational award given by a library school whose program
is accredited by the ALA.

3.05 State Aid refers to State Aid to Public Libraries

FOCUS AREA

4.01 To aid Arkansas public libraries in employing master’s degree librarians by providing
educational opportunities for public library staff members through traditional, on-campus or
distance learning.

ELIGIBILITY STANDARDS

5.01 Scholarship funds will be distributed to a public library that submits scholarship application
to the ASL Board. Priority will be given as follows:

1. Public libraries eligible for State Aid whose personnel are employed aslibrary
directors.

2. Public libraries eligible for State Aid whose personnel are employed positions other
than library director.

3. Public libraries not eligible for State Aid but recognized by the ASL as public libraries.

C2



6.0

7.0

8.0

5.02  The applying institution (or its governing body) must be able to accept and administer the
scholarship on behalf of the employee.

5.03 Individuals upon whose behalf the library is applying must meet the following standards:

1.
2.

3.

Show evidence of completion of 12 semester hours toward the master’s degree.
Provide a copy of the agreement with the public library concerning employment in a
public library for at least one year after completion of the master’s degree.

Furnish official transcript which shows the individual received a minimum course grade
(based upon an “A-F” grading scale), of “B”, or if applicable, a “Credit” for a credit/no
credit course. “Incompletes” do not qualify for reimbursement.

Agree to remain employed by a public library in the state of Arkansas for a duration of
one year upon completion of degree.

ADMINISTRATION

6.01  The scholarship will be administered by the ASL Board.

SCHOLARSHIP PROPOSALS

7.01 The proposals shall include an application from the applicant library. The ASL Board shall
review the proposals for approval. Proposals shall be consistent with Arkansas
Code and existing ASL rules regarding an ALA accredited library program.

7.02  Funding may include but is not limited to tuition, materials, travel, lodging, and other items
associated with educational costs.

DISTRIBUTION OF FUNDS

8.01 The ASL Board will budget and distribute funds appropriated for each biennium fromthe
Arkansas State Legislature according to the following:

1.

2.

The total amount of funds to be distributed will be determined by the ASL Board each
year at a minimum of 1% of the appropriated State Aid to PublicLibraries.

Funds may provide as many scholarships as are requested each year. All monies not
disbursed shall be returned to the State Aid fund for distribution.

Funds may be disbursed to the applicant library at the completion of each semester.
Funds will be distributed via scholarship for each individual as identified by the ASL
Board in accordance with eligibility. Each scholarship will include a set of assurances
and provisions required in the eligibility standards.

8.02 The ASL Board reserves the right to approve and/or deny any scholarshipapplications.

-- Approved by the State Library Board, August 12, 2005
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Arkansas State Library
Scholarship Assistance Application

Instructions: Complete this form to apply for State Aid funds to underwrite a scholarship award from your library to an employee who
has been admitted to the graduate program in an ALA-accredited library school. Attach to this form all appropriate documentation, such
as a letter of admission from the library school, a letter of agreement from the employee who will benefit from the local scholarship
award, and a copy of the minutes of the meeting of the local library board at which the application was approved.

APPLICANT

State Aid grant funds are requested to underwrite a scholarship award from this public library to an employee who has been admitted to a
graduate program in an accredited library school. The applicant library agrees to award the full amount of the scholarship award to the
employee. The employee has agreed to provide transcripts as evidence of credits earned each semester and to remain on the job for a
period of one (1) year following grant of aid. If these conditions are not met, the applicant library agrees to refund to the State Library all
grant funds paid under this award.

Applicant Library Name

Mailing Address

City/State/Zip Code + 4 digit extension

Email Address

Phone Number Fax Number

Name of Library Board Chair (PLEASE PRINT)

Signature of Library Board Chair or Official Designee Date

AGREEMENT

I have applied to my employer for a scholarship grant. I am enrolled in a graduate program in an accredited library school and have
completed the first twelve (12) hours credit. Supporting documents are attached. I have agreed to furnish transcripts at the end of each
semester as evidence of credits earned, to remain employed in an Arkansas public library for at least one year following grant of aid and
to fulfill any local requirements. If I do not fulfill these agreed conditions, I understand that I must repay to the applicant library all funds
paid to me from this award.

Participant Name (PLEASE PRINT)

Participant’s Signature Date

RECOMMENDATION

I have reviewed this application and the supporting documents. I recommend that the State Library Board ( ) approve () deny this
application.

Signature of State Librarian Date

ACTION TAKEN

In a regular meeting of the State Library Board held on the Board voted to
() approve () deny this application.

Signature of State Library Board Chairman Date



Public Library Systems Qualifying for State Aid

ADMINISTRATIVE UNIT, DIRECTOR, AND AREA SERVICED:

2022
Population
Served

LIB.
TAX
UNITS *

QTRLY
MLS
AWARD

LIBRARY SYSTEMS WITH TAX, SERVING 150,001 OR MORE :

Central Arkansas Library System
Nate Coulter, MLS - U of Wisconsin-Madison
(Perry and Pulaski Counties, excluding North Little Rock)

344,581

YES

Mid-Arkansas Regional Library
Clare Graham, MLS - UNT
(Saline, Hot Spring, Grant, Dallas, and Cleveland Counties)

192,378

YES

Washington County Library System
Glenda B. Audrain, MLS - U of AL
(Washington County)

156,769

YES

SUBTOTAL SERVED

693,728

LIBRARY SYSTEMS WITH TAX, SERVING 75,001 TO 150,000:

Faulkner-Van Buren Regional Library
John McGraw, MLIS - U of AL
(Faulkner and Van Buren Counties)

143,767

YES

Crowley Ridge Regional Library
Vanessa Adams, MLS - U of Missouri
(Craighead and Poinsett Counties)

134,512

YES

Garland County Library
Adam Webb, MLS - UNT
(Garland County)

100,089

YES

Fort Smith Public Library
Jennifer Goodson, MLIS-U of OK
(Fort Smith District of Sebastian County)

89,992

YES

Fayetteville Public Library
David Johnson, MLS - U of TN - Knoxville
(Fayetteville)

99,285

YES

Arkansas River Valley Regional Library
Misty Hawkins, MLS - U of OK
(Franklin, Johnson, Logan, and Yell Counties)

84,654

YES

White River Regional Library
Debra Sutterfield, MLS - U. of AL
(Cleburne, Fulton, Izard, Sharp, and Stone Counties)

82,099

YES

White County Library
Darla Ino, MLS - U of TN - Knoxville
(White County)

77,755

YES

Northeast Arkansas Regional Library
Mike Rogers, MLS - UNT
(Clay, Greene, and Randolph Counties)

79,550

YES

SUBTOTAL SERVED

891,703

LIBRARY SYSTEMS WITH TAX, SERVING 50,001 TO 75,000:

Lonoke County Library
John McGraw, MLIS - U of AL (MLS of Record)
(Lonoke County)

75,225

YES

Rogers Public Library
Hannah Pearce, MLS - U of So. Florida
(Rogers)

72,999

YES

Union County Library
Michael O'Connell, MLIS - Catholic Univ of America
(Union County and contracted with Ouachita County)

64,496

YES

Pine Bluff and Jefferson County Library
Adam Webb, MLS - UNT (MLS of record)
(Jefferson County)

64,246

YES

Texarkana Public Library
Olivia Poulton  (Arkansas only 29,657)
(Texarkana, AR and TX)

(Total Population 65,974)

29,306

YES

North Little Rock Public Library
Crystal Gates, MLIS - LSU
(North Little Rock)

64,627

YES

Mississippi-Crittenden Co. Regional Library
Lowell Walters, MSLS - Clarion
(Mississippi and Crittenden Counties)

62,162

YES

Pope County Library
Judy Mays, MLS - UNC/Chapel Hill (MLS of record)
(Pope County)

64,065

YES

Southeast Arkansas Regional Library
Judy Calhoun, MLS - Florida State U
(Bradley, Chicot, Desha, Drew and Lincoln Counties)

60,606

YES

Crawford County Library System
Charlene McDonnough, MLS - U of So. Carolina
(Crawford County)

61,075

YES

E1 - MLS Table - August 2024
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Public Library Systems Qualifying for State Aid

Scott-Sebastian Regional Library
Rene Myers, MLIS - U of WI/Milwaukee
(Scott County and Sebastian County, South District)

48,874

YES

SUBTOTAL SERVED

667,681

LIBRARY SYSTEMS WITH TAX, SERVING 25,001 to 50,000:

Carroll and Madison Library System
April Griffith, MLS - Clarion U
(Carroll and Madison Counties)

46,228

YES

Tri-County Library System
Marilyn Archer, MLS - Emporia State U.
(Howard, Little River and Sevier Counties)

40,064

YES

Baxter County Library
Kim Crow-Sheaner, MLS - UNT
(Baxter County)

42,435

YES

Independence County Library
Laura Rumans, MLS - U of Texas (MLS of record)
(Independence County)

37,945

YES

Boone County Library
Ginger Schoenenberger - MLS - Clarion Univ
(Boone County)

38,284

YES

Phillips-Lee-Monroe Regional Library
VACANT 6/2002
(Phillips, Lee, and Monroe Counties)

30,232

NO

Columbia County Library
Holli Howard - UNT
(Columbia County and contract with Lafayette County)

28,317

YES

Ouachita Mountains Regional Library
Brenda Miner (MLS - U of OK)
(Montgomery and Polk Counties)

27,893

YES

SUBTOTAL SERVED

291,398

LIBRARY SYSTEMS WITH TAX SERVING LESS THAN 25,000:

West Memphis Public Library
Rebecca Bledsoe
(West Memphis)

23,795

NO

East Central Arkansas Regional Library
John Paul Myrick, MLS - U of Alabama
(Cross and Woodruff Counties)

22,650

YES

Clark County Library
Betsy Fisher, MLIS - Wayne State Univeristy
(Clark County)

21,250

YES

Hempstead County Library
Courtney McNiel, MLS - Florida State U.
(Hempstead County)

19,453

YES

Conway County Library
Jay Carter, MLIS - USF
(Conway County)

21,046

YES

Ashley County Library
David Anderson, MLS - TWU
(Ashley County)

18,354

YES

Southwest Arkansas Regional Library
Courtney McNiel, MLS - Florida State U.
(Nevada and Pike Counties)

18,360

YES

Arkansas County Library
Allie Stevens, MLIS - LSU (Interim)
(Arkansas County)

16,512

YES

Jackson County Library
Jennifer Ballard, MLIS - U of AL
(Jackson County)

16,624

YES

Marion County Library
Dana Scott, MLS - TWU
(Marion County)

17,254

YES

Lawrence County Library
Ashley Burris, MLIS - U of AL
(Lawrence County)

16,205

YES

Forrest City Public Library
Arlisa Price, MSLS - UNT
(Forrest City)

12,676

YES

Newton County Library
Kenya Windel, MLS - UNT
(Newton County)

7,078

YES

SUBTOTAL SERVED

231,257

TOTAL POPULATION SERVED

2,775,767
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FY2025 State Aid
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Per Capita $12,000/co.
2022 Est @ in multi-co. Total First Qtr. | Second Qtr. | Third Qtr. Fourth Qtr.
Headquarters Lib. Tax Unit Population 1.52200240 region MLS FY2024 Payment Payment Payment Payment
Arkansas Co. Lib. Arkansas Co. 16,512 25,131 18,000 43,131 10,783 10,783 10,783 10,782
Ashley Co. Lib. Ashley Co. less Crossett 13,741 20,914
Ashley Co. Lib. Crossett (city) (Ashley Co.) 4,613 7,021
Ashley Co. Lib. Total 18,354 27,935 18,000 45,935 11,484 11,484 11,484 11,483
Baxter Co. Lib. Baxter Co. 42,435 64,586 18,000 82,586 20,647 20,647 20,647 20,645
Boone Co. Lib. Boone Co. 38,284 58,268 18,000 76,268 19,067 19,067 19,067 19,067
Clark Co. Lib. Clark Co. 21,250 32,343 18,000 50,343 12,586 12,586 12,586 12,585
Columbia Co. Lib. Columbia Co. 22,216 33,813
Columbia Co. Lib. Lafayette Co. (contract) 6,101 9,286
Columbia Co. Lib. Total 28,317 43,099 18,000 61,099 15,275 15,275 15,275 15,274
Conway Co. Lib. Conway Co. 21,046 32,032 18,000 50,032 12,508 12,508 12,508 12,508
Crawford Co. Lib. System Crawford Co. 61,075 92,956 18,000 110,956 27,739 27,739 27,739 27,739
Garland Co. Lib. Garland Co. 100,089 152,336 18,000 170,336 42,584 42,584 42,584 42,584
Hempstead Co. Lib. Hempstead Co. 19,453 29,608 18,000 47,608 11,902 11,902 11,902 11,902
Independence Co. Lib Independence Co. 37,945 57,752 18,000 75,752 18,938 18,938 18,938 18,938
Jackson Co. Lib. Jackson Co. 16,624 25,302 18,000 43,302 10,825 10,825 10,825 10,827
Jefferson Co. Lib. Jefferson Co. Total less Pine Bluff 24,751 37,671
Jefferson Co. Lib. Pine Bluff (city) (Jefferson Co.) 39,495 60,111
Jefferson Co. Lib. Total 64,246 97,783 18,000 115,783 28,946 28,946 28,946 28,945
Lawrence Co. Lib. Lawrence Co. 16,205 24,664 18,000 42,664 10,666 10,666 10,666 10,666
Lonoke Co. Lib. Lonoke Co. 75,225 114,493 18,000 132,493 33,123 33,123 33,123 33,124
Marion Co. Lib. Marion Co. 17,254 26,261 18,000 44,261 11,065 11,065 11,065 11,066
Newton Co. Lib. Newton Co. 7,078 10,773 18,000 28,773 7,193 7,193 7,193 7,194
Pope Co. Lib. Pope Co. 64,065 97,507 18,000 115,507 28,877 28,877 28,877 28,876
Union Co. Lib. El Dorado (city) 17,063 25,970
Union Co. Lib. Union Co. Total less El Dorado 20,689 31,489
Union Co. Lib. Calhoun County (contract) 4,695 7,146
Union Co. Lib. Camden (city) (Ouachita Co.) 10,298 15,674
Union Co. Lib. Quachita Co. Total less Camden (contract) 11,751 17,885
Union Co. Lib. Total 64,496 98,163 18,000 116,163 29,041 29,041 29,041 29,040
Washington Co. Lib. Washington Co. (less Fayetteville) 156,769 238,603 18,000 256,603 64,151 64,151 64,151 64,150
White Co. Reg. Lib. System White Co. 77,755 118,343 18,000 136,343 34,086 34,086 34,086 34,085
Total Single County Libraries 964,477 1,467,936 - 378,000 | 1,845,936 461,484 461,484 461,484 461,480
Arkansas River Valley Reg. Lib. Franklin Co. 17,271 26,287 12,000
Arkansas River Valley Reg. Lib. Johnson Co. 26,001 39,574 12,000
Arkansas River Valley Reg. Lib. Logan Co. 21,253 32,347 12,000
Arkansas River Valley Reg. Lib. Yell Co. 20,129 30,636 12,000
Arkansas River Valley Reg. Lib. Total 84,654 128,844 48,000 18,000 194,844 48,711 48,711 48,711 48,711
Carroll & Madison Co. Lib. System Carroll Co. 28,742 43,745 12,000
Carroll & Madison Co. Lib. System Madison Co. 17,486 26,614 12,000
Carroll & Madison Co. Lib. System Total 46,228 70,359 24,000 18,000 112,359 28,090 28,090 28,090 28,089
Central Arkansas Lib. System Little Rock (city) (Pulaski Co.) 202,864 308,759
Central Arkansas Lib. System Perry Co. 10,063 15,316 12,000
July 15, 2024
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FY2025 State Aid

Per Capita $12,000/co.
2022 Est @ in multi-co. Total First Qtr. | Second Qtr. | Third Qtr. Fourth Qtr.
Headquarters Lib. Tax Unit Population 1.52200240 region MLS FY2024 Payment Payment Payment Payment
Central Arkansas Lib. System Pulaski Co. Total less LR & NLR 131,654 200,378 12,000
Central Arkansas Lib. System Total 344,581 524,453 24,000 18,000 566,453 141,613 141,613 141,613 141,614
Crowley Ridge Reg. Lib. Craighead Co. Total less Jonesboro 33,141 50,441 12,000
Crowley Ridge Reg. Lib. Jonesboro (city) (Craighead Co.) 78,876 120,049
Crowley Ridge Reg. Lib. Poinsett Co. Total less Trumann 15,190 23,119 12,000
Crowley Ridge Reg. Lib. Trumann (city) (Poinsett Co.) 7,305 11,118
Crowley Ridge Reg. Lib. Total 134,512 204,728 24,000 18,000 246,728 61,682 61,682 61,682 61,682
East Central Arkansas Reg. Lib. Cross Co. 16,601 25,267 12,000
East Central Arkansas Reg. Lib. Woodruff Co. 6,049 9,207 12,000
East Central Arkansas Reg. Lib. Total 22,650 34,473 24,000 18,000 76,473 19,118 19,118 19,118 19,119
Faulkner-Van Buren Reg. Lib. Faulkner Co. 127,665 194,306 12,000
Faulkner-Van Buren Reg. Lib. Van Buren Co. 16,102 24,507 12,000
Faulkner-Van Buren Reg. Lib. Total 143,767 218,814 24,000 18,000 260,814 65,203 65,203 65,203 65,205
Malvern-Hot Spring County Library Cleveland Co. 7,467 11,365 12,000
Malvern-Hot Spring County Library Dallas Co. 6,191 9,423 12,000
Malvern-Hot Spring County Library Grant Co. 18,160 27,640 12,000
Malvern-Hot Spring County Library Hot Spring Co. 33,203 50,535 12,000
Malvern-Hot Spring County Library Saline Co. 127,357 193,838 12,000
Malvern-Hot Spring County Library 192,378 292,800 60,000 18,000 370,800 92,700 92,700 92,700 92,700
Mississippi/Crittenden Co. Lib. Blytheville (city) (Mi ippi Co.) 12,706 19,339
Mississippi/Crittenden Co. Lib. Crittenden Co. Total less West Memphis 23,266 35,411 12,000
Mississippi/Crittenden Co. Lib. Mississippi Co. Total less Blytheville 26,190 39,861 12,000
Mississippi/Crittenden Co. Lib. Total 62,162 94,611 24,000 18,000 136,611 34,153 34,153 34,153 34,152
Northeast Arkansas Reg. Lib. Clay Co. 14,265 21,711 12,000
Northeast Arkansas Reg. Lib. Greene Co. 46,448 70,694 12,000
Northeast Arkansas Reg. Lib. Randolph Co. 18,837 28,670 12,000
Northeast Arkansas Reg. Lib. Total 79,550 121,075 36,000 18,000 175,075 43,769 43,769 43,769 43,768
Ouachita Mountains Reg Lib Montgomery Co. 8,556 13,022 12,000
Quachita Mountains Reg Lib Polk Co. 19,337 29,431 12,000
Ouachita Mountains Reg Lib Total 27,893 42,453 24,000 18,000 84,453 21,113 21,113 21,113 21,114
Phillips-Lee-Monroe Reg. Lib. Lee Co. 8,364 12,730 12,000
Phillips-Lee-Monroe Reg. Lib. Monroe Co. 6,564 9,990 12,000
Phillips-Lee-Monroe Reg. Lib. Phillips Co. 15,304 23,293 12,000
Phillips-Lee-Monroe Reg. Lib. Total 30,232 46,013 36,000 82,013 20,503 20,503 20,503 20,504
Scott-Sebastian Reg. Lib. Scott Co. 9,805 14,923 12,000
Scott-Sebastian Reg. Lib. Sebastian Co. Total less Fort Smith 39,067 59,460 12,000
Scott-Sebastian Reg. Lib. Total 48,872 74,383 24,000 18,000 116,383 29,096 29,096 29,096 29,095
Southeast Arkansas Reg. Lib. Bradley Co. 10,135 15,425 12,000
Southeast Arkansas Reg. Lib. Chicot Co. 9,873 15,027 12,000
Southeast Arkansas Reg. Lib. Desha Co. 10,771 16,393 12,000
Southeast Arkansas Reg. Lib. Drew Co. 16,911 25,739 12,000
Southeast Arkansas Reg. Lib. Lincoln Co. 12,916 19,658 12,000
Southeast Arkansas Reg. Lib. Total 60,606 92,242 60,000 18,000 170,242 42,561 42,561 42,561 42,559
Southwest Arkansas Reg. Lib. Nevada Co. 8,181 12,452 12,000
Southwest Arkansas Reg. Lib. Pike Co. 10,179 15,492 12,000
July 15, 2024
State Aid Distribution FY25
Arkansas State Library
Office of Administration Page 2 of 3




FY2025 State Aid

Per Capita $12,000/co.
2022 Est @ in multi-co. Total First Qtr. | Second Qtr. | Third Qtr. Fourth Qtr.
Headquarters Lib. Tax Unit Population 1.52200240 region MLS FY2024 Payment Payment Payment Payment
Southwest Arkansas Reg. Lib. Total 18,360 27,944 24,000 18,000 69,944 17,486 17,486 17,486 17,486
Tri-County Reg. Lib. Howard Co. 12,557 19,112 12,000
Tri-County Reg. Lib. Little River Co. 11,821 17,992 12,000
Tri-County Reg. Lib. Sevier Co. 15,686 23,874 12,000
Tri-County Reg. Lib. 40,064 60,978 36,000 18,000 114,978 28,744 28,744 28,744 28,746
White River Reg. Lib. Cleburne Co. 25,284 38,482 12,000
White River Reg. Lib. Fulton Co. 12,382 18,845 12,000
White River Reg. Lib. Izard Co. 14,048 21,381 12,000
White River Reg. Lib. Sharp Co. 17,810 27,107 12,000
White River Reg. Lib. Stone Co. 12,575 19,139 12,000
White River Reg. Lib. Total 82,099 124,955 60,000 18,000 202,955 50,739 50,739 50,739 50,738
Total Regional Libraries 1,418,608 2,159,125 552,000 270,000 | 2,981,125 745,281 745,281 745,281 745,282
Fayetteville Public Library Fayetteville (city) 99,285 151,112 18,000 169,112 42,278 42,278 42,278 42,278
Forrest City Public Lib. Forrest City (city) 12,676 19,293 18,000 37,293 9,323 9,323 9,323 9,324
Fort Smith Public Lib. Fort Smith (city) 89,992 136,968 18,000 154,968 38,742 38,742 38,742 38,742
North Little Rock Public Lib. North Little Rock (city) 64,627 98,362 18,000 116,362 29,091 29,091 29,091 29,089
Rogers Public Lib. Rogers (city) 72,999 111,105 18,000 129,105 32,276 32,276 32,276 32,277
Texarkana Public Lib. Texarkana (city) 29,306 44,604 12,000 18,000 74,604 18,651 18,651 18,651 18,651
West Memphis Public Lib. West Memphis (city) 23,795 36,216 36,216 9,054 9,054 9,054 9,054
Total City Libraries 392,680 597,660 12,000 108,000 717,660 179,415 179,415 179,415 179,415
Grand Total 2,775,765 4,224,721 564,000 756,000 | 5,544,721 1,386,180 1,386,180 | 1,386,180 1,386,177
Fifth Payment (optional) is the distribution of the remainder of the reserves held
Counties Not Qualifying Total Released for FY2025 State Aid 5,694,721 for scholarships, multi-county regionals and MLS awards. (Director discretion).
Prairie Reserved for Scholarships (150,000)
Searcy Multi-County Regionals (564,000)
Benton MLS Awards, 42 headquarters libraries (756,000)
Miller Total Designated (1,470,000)
St. Francis Balance for Per Capita Distribution 4,224,721 \ As of: 7/15/2024
ACTUAL: State Aid: -
Scholarships: -
Amt Paid Out -
Source: 4,171,919/2,775,765= 1.52200240 Adjustments -
https://arstatedatacenter.youraedi.com/scripts/subcountyestimates.php Balance 5,694,721
AR Data Center - 2022 estimates
Multi-County Regionals & MLS Awards are based on July 1st status.
Only positive changes to the payout amounts are permitted during the year due to recipient budget expectations.
July 15, 2024
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Arkansas State Library
Scholarship Assistance Application

Instructions: Complete this form to apply for State Aid funds to underwrite a scholarship award from your library to an employee who
has been admitted to the graduate program in an ALA-accredited library school. Attach to this form =1l appropriate documentation, such
as 2 letter of admission from the library school, 2 letter of agreement from the employee who will benefit from the local scholarship
awaxrd, and a copy of the minutes of the meeting of the local library board at which the application was approved.

APPLICANT

State Aid grant funds are requested to underwrite a scholarship award from this public library to an employee who has been admitted to a
graduate program in an accredited library school. The applicant library agrees to award the full amount of the scholarship award to the
employee. The employee has agreed to provide transcripts as evidence of credits earned each semester and to remain on the job for a
period of one (1) year following grant of aid. If these conditions are not met, the applicant library agrees to refund to the State Library all
grant funds paid under this award.

Arkansas River Valley Regional Library System (Johnson County Public Library)

Applicant Library Name
501 North Front Street
Mailing Address
Dardanelle, AR 72834
City/State/Zip Code + 4 digit extension
director@arvrls.com
Email Address
479-229-4418 (ext. 100)
Phone Number Fax Number
Heather Patton

Name of Library Board Chair (PLEASE PRINT)

eLk,oSi‘uzh). e A Y-720—2Y

Signature of Library Board Chair or Official Designee Date

AGREEMENT

I have applied to my employer for a scholarship grant. I am enrolled in 2 graduate program in an accredited library school and have
completed the first twelve (12) hours credit. Supporting documents are attached. I have agreed to furnish transcripts at the end of each
semester as evidence of credits earned, to remain employed in an Arkansas public library for at least one year following grant of zid and
to fulfill any local requirements. If I do not fulfill these agreed conditions, I understand that I must repay to the applicant library all funds
paid to me from this award.

Py ge (A8
Participant Name (PLEASE PRINT) .
=N/ L)/ L
/\_ ) L/f/. ,//{7/% /
Participant’s Signature Date

RECOMMENDATION

Thave reviewed this application and the supporting documents. I recommend that the State Library Board ( ) approve () deny this
application.

Signature of State Librarian Date

ACTION TAKEN

In a regular meeting of the State Library Board held on the Board voted to
() approve () deny this application.

Signature of State Library Board Chairman Date



ARKANSAS RIVER VALLEY
REGIONAL LIBRARY SYSTEM

July 15, 2024

Arkansas State Library
900 West Capitol Avenue
Little Rock, AR 72201

To the Arkansas State Library Board Members,

I am pleased to write this letter of recommendation for Tyler Jay Gale, who has served at ARVRLS —
Johnson County Library since March 2022. During their tenure with us, Gale has demonstrated
exceptional skills and qualities that make them a standout candidate for the Arkansas State Library
Scholarship Assistance Program

As the current Collection Coordinator, Gale is responsible for a range of duties including the day-to-day
processing of materials, reviewing usage, and assessing the future needs of the on-site collections. He
consistently performs these tasks with a high degree of professionalism and efficiency.

One of Gale's greatest strengths is his desire for continued education and lifelong learning. He has a
natural aptitude for providing excellent customer service, approaching each interaction with patience and
a genuine desire to help. Gale has received numerous positive comments from patrons who appreciate his
friendly demeanor and knowledgeable assistance.

It is without reservation that I recommend Tyler Jay Gale for participation in the Arkansas State Library
Scholarship Assistance Program. He possesses all the qualities that would make him an asset to any
library or organization, including a passion for literature and learning, a commitment to excellence, and a
community spirit.

If you have any further questions or would like additional information, please do not hesitate to contact
me at director@arvrls.com.

Sincerely,

Misty Hawkins

Director -- ARVRLS Headquarters
501 North Front Street
Dardanelle, AR 72834
director@arvrls.com
479.229.4418
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Tyler-Jay Gale

4039 Highway 21, Clarksville AR
479-774-3378
jt.gale.20@gmail.com

Regional Board of Trustees
Arkansas River Valley Regional Library System

501 N. Front Street
Dardanelle, AR 72834

Dear Regional Board of Trustees,

Since 2023, I've had the opportunity to enroll at Emporia State University to pursue a master's
degree in library science with an emphasis in informatics. | have always been interested in
information studies, and | felt that getting a degree would provide me with the skills | would need
as things became more digital.

| am confident that, as technology becomes increasingly important to understand how to use,
the informatics specialization will give me valuable skills that will benefit the Arkansas River
Valley Regional Library System.

For the time being, | want to continue working at the Johnson County Branch of the Arkansas
River Valley Regional Library System until a better opportunity arises at a university in

Arkansas. | intend to comply with all conditions for scholarship help.

Thank you so much for your time and consideration of my application to the Arkansas State
Library Scholarship Assistance Program.

Sincerely,

Tyler-Jay Gale



Arkansas State Library
Scholarship Assistance Application

Instructions: Complete this form to apply for State Aid funds to underwrite a scholarship award from your library to an employee who
has been admitted to the graduate program in an ALA-accredited library school. Attach to this form all appropriate documentation, such
as a letter of admission from the library school, a letter of agreement from the employee who will benefit from the local scholarship
award, and a copy of the minutes of the meeting of the local library board at which the application was approved.

APPLICANT

State Aid grant funds are requested to underwrite a scholarship award from this public library to an employee who has been admitted to a
graduate program in an accredited library school. The applicant library agrees to award the full amount of the scholarship award to the
employee. The employee has agreed to provide transcripts as evidence of credits eamed each semester and to remain on the job for a
period of one (1) year following grant of aid. If these conditions are not met, the applicant library agrees to refund to the State Library all
grant funds paid under this award.

ﬂ()ﬂrf’,fs PUbnG Libyo,r/
S B keland. R

Mailing Address
Rogers 1 AR 72758

City/S'tZaQ/Zip Code + 4 digit extension

Email Address

419 -2l 1152

Phone Number Fax Number

7 /6-24/

Date

AGREEMENT

I have applied to my employer for a scholarship grant. I am enrolled in a graduate program in an accredited library school and have
completed the first twelve (12) hours credit. Supporting documents are attached. I have agreed to furnish transcripts at the end of each
semester as evidence of credits earned, to remain employed in an Arkansas public library for at least one year following grant of aid and
to fulfill any local requirements. If I do not fulfill these agreed conditions, I understand that I must repay to the applicant library all funds
paid to me from this award.

Tonlor Genser

Participanf Name (PLEASE PREYT)
T I }me _Jue 18,2024

Participafit’s S}%Aature e KD

NS

RECOMMENDATION

I have reviewed this application and the supporting documents. I recommend that the State Library Board ( ) approve () deny this
application.

Signature of State Librarian Date

ACTION TAKEN

In a regular meeting of the State Library Board held on the Board voted to
() approve () deny this application.

Signature of State Library Board Chairman Date
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AL

ROGERS
PUBLIC
LIBRARY

June 21, 2024

Dear ASL Board,

| am pleased to recommend Taylor Genser for the Scholarship Assistance
Program through the Arkansas State Library.

| have had the pleasure of working with Taylor for the past year at the Rogers
Public Library. Taylor has worked as a Library Assistant in the young adult
department, designing and hosting programs for teens, providing reader’s
advisory, and assisting the Teen Librarian with marketing materials and collection
development. | have been impressed with Taylor's dedication to the teens in the
Rogers community. Her creative energy has been reflected in the programs that
she has designed for teen library users, and she has succeeded in building an
increased attendance over the past year. In one recent conversation with
Taylor she expressed how happy and relieved that she was to see her teens
return to library programming after services had been halted due to tornado
damage to the building.

Taylor's creativity, commitment, and passion to serve will certainly make her a
valuable asset as a Youth Services Librarian.

Respectfully,

Hannah Pearce, Director


http://rogerspubliclibrary.org/

To the Arkansas State Library,

My name is Taylor Genser and | am currently enrolled in an MLS program through the
University of North Texas. My love for libraries started at a young age when my mom brought
me to story and craft time at my local library. By the time | was in high school, the library had
become my favorite place and | was volunteering once a week in the children’s department just
to spend more time there. | graduated college with my degree in Elementary Education and
spent a few years teaching before | discovered that | loved to teach students and build
relationships with them, but | was sacrificing those aspects to fit into the structure of traditional
school. It occurred to me that | could take these pieces of teaching that | loved so much and
take them outside the classroom and into my favorite place to be— the library.

I am currently working part-time at the very library that my mom used to take me to my
whole childhood. | get to work with the teens at my library, a deviation from my original plan, and
it has become the best part of my life. | love building relationships with the teens who come in
looking for a place to call home. | get to teach them how to be lifelong learners while supporting
them in whatever they need. For some of my teens, the library is the only where they are
checked in on and listened to. It has been my honor to be a trusted adult for them. This job has
reinforced my desire to become a full-time librarian who can make a difference in these teens'
lives. It is for this reason that | am pursuing my Masters in Library Science and seeking a
scholarship from the Arkansas State Library. | plan on taking this opportunity to create a safe
and engaging place for Arkansas teens to learn and grow.

Sincerely,
Taylor Genser



Arkansas State Library
Scholarship Assistance Application

Instructions: Complete this form to apply for State Aid funds to underwrite a scholarship award from your library to an employee who
has been admitted to the graduate program in an ALA-accredited library school. Attach to this form all appropriate documentation, such
as a letter of admission from the library school, a letter of agreement from the employee who will benefit from the local scholarship
award, and a copy of the minutes of the meeting of the local library board at which the application was approved.

APPLICANT

State Aid grant funds are requested to underwrite a scholarship award from this public library to an employee who has been admitted to a
graduate program in an accredited library school. The applicant library agrees to award the full amount of the scholarship award to the
employee. The employee has agreed to provide transcripts as evidence of credits earned each semester and to remain on the job for a
period of one (1) year following grant of aid. If these conditions are not met, the applicant library agrees to refund to the State Library all
grant funds paid under this award.
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AGREEMENT

I have applied to my employer for a scholarship grant. I am enrolled in a graduate program in an accredited library school and have
completed the first twelve (12) hours credit. Supporting documents are attached. I have agreed to furnish transcripts at the end of each
semester as evidence of credits earned, to remain employed in an Arkansas public library for at least one year following grant of aid and
to fulfill any local requirements. If I do not fulfill these agreed conditions, I understand that I must repay to the applicant library all funds
paid to me from this award.

Elizabeda Lilegy A anont

Participant Name (PLEASE PRINT) </
~
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Participant’s Signature Date

RECOMMENDATION

I have reviewed this application and the supporting documents. I recommend that the State Library Board ( ) approve ( ) deny this
application.

Signature of State Librarian Date

ACTION TAKEN

In a regular meeting of the State Library Board held on the Board voted to
() approve ( ) deny this application.

Signature of State Library Board Chairman Date



July 17, 2024

Jennifer Chilcoat, State Librarian
Scholarship Assistance Program
Arkansas State Library

Dear Ms Chilcoat:

| strongly support E. Riley Taurone for the Scholarship Assistance Program that is
offered by the Arkansas State Library. Riley has worked for the Pope County Library
System since 2018. Starting as the Branch Manager at the Atkins Branch and has
worked her way up to the Assistant Director position in 2021 and the Director position in
2023. The entire Pope County Library Board is excited about Riley obtaining her MLS.

She is enthusiastic, organized and dedicated to the library. She has instituted new
programs that enhance the library’s position in the community. She works with officials
and stakeholders in promoting the library.

As the MLS of record, | believe Riley’s leadership, knowledge, and attention to detail
serve her well as the Library Director.

| appreciate your consideration of Riley’s application for scholarship assistance.

Sincerely,

gudy Mays

MLS of Record
Pope County Library System



July 10, 2024
Letter of Intent for MLS Scholarship Assistance

Jennifer Chilcoat, State Librarian
Scholarship Assistance Program
Arkansas State Library

Little Rock, AR

Dear Arkansas State Library Board,

My name is Riley Taurone. The purpose of this letter is to formally apply for the MLS
Scholarship Assistance Program. | am currently employed at the Pope County Library System
as the Library Director. | am enrolled in the MLS program with Emporia State University and
have completed 12 hours towards my degree with a focus in leadership and administration. |
am on track to complete my coursework by May 2026. | have a background in education, |
obtained my BA in social studies education with a focus on 7th through 12th grade in 2017 from
Arkansas Tech University. | began my work within the library in 2018 as a branch manager,
moving up to the position of director in 2023.

My coursework through Emporia State University has provided me with the necessary
tools required to continue in my current role within the Pope County Library System. | will
continue to use the skills and knowledge | am gaining through my work within the library to
better serve the community and grow the services we provide to our patrons.

Thank you for the opportunity provided through the scholarship assistance program, |
look forward to hearing from you.

Sincerely,

£. Py Taume
E. Riley Taurone

Pope County Library System
116 East 3rd Street
Russellville, AR, 72801



E. Riley Taurone
116 E. 3rd Street
Russellville, AR, 72801

Date: July 15, 2024
Subject: MLS Scholarship 12-hour Requirement Waiver
Dear ASL Board of Trustees,

After being appointed Director of the Pope County Library System in May of 2023, | began
pursuing my MLS at Emporia State University in the Fall of 2023. | am requesting a waiver of
the 12-hour requirement for the MLS Scholarship Assistance due to my current position as
Director. | am seeking to request a reimbursement for the hours previously completed towards
my MLS degree. Thank you in advance for your consideration.

Sincerely, _

Y, T rsor—

E. Riley Taurone



Recommendation for Scholarship Assistance

D4

Library Name Individual Name Library Schod# of Hours -- Fall 2024 Recommended Award
Independence County Library Sloane Lott LSU 6 $2,700

Faulkner County Library System Hailey Beliew* LSU 24 $10,800

Fayetteville Public Library Emma Ellis U of OK 6 $2,700

Garland County Library Brett Williams UNT 3 $1,350

Garland County Library James Nowlin UNT 9 $4,050

Mississppi County Library System |Billie Bowman U of KY 6 $2,700

Rogers Public Library Keli Wright U of lllinois 6 $2,700

Rogers Public Library Susan Barnhart LSU 6 $2,700

Springdale Public Library Mary Emma Hignite |UNT 9 $4,050

Springdale Public Library Tatiana Morales LSU 6 $2,700

Rogers Public Library Taylor Genser UNT 12 $5,400

Arkansas River Valley Tyler Gale Emporia State|12 $5,400

Pope County Riley Taurone Emporia State|18 $8,100

Total $20,250

*Ms. Beliew was paid for six spring hours which had not been approved, so six hours of her 24 are for retroactive approval. She was also moved from a
waitlist for two summer classes, adding six hours that were previously unapproved. The final twelve hours are for fall semester.

RfSA August 2024
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Scholarship Payments Made

1977-2024

Year Awarded Total Paid Name Library
1977 3,000.00 Allen, Debra White River Regional Library
1977 3,000.00 Shaver, Lolly Cross County Library
1979 750.00 Williams, Wynelle Phillips-Lee-Monroe Regional Library
1980 3,465.00 Buffaloe, Anne Faulkner-Van Buren Regional Library
1980 3,840.00 Clements, Anne Faulkner-Van Buren Regional Library
1985 4,500.00 Boyett, Harriett (Susie) White County Library
1985 4,500.00 Drew, K. C. (Chris) Chicot County Library
1986 6,000.00 Beets, Cathy Crowley Ridge Regional Library
1990 6,000.00 Ashcraft, Carolyn Mid-Arkansas Regional Library
1990 5,000.00 Khayat, Gwen North Arkansas Regional Library
1990 6,000.00 Thomas, Sharon Crowley Ridge Regional Library
1990 6,000.00 Warren, Mary M. Southeast Arkansas Regional Library
1991 6,000.00 Voss, Ruth Faulkner-Van Buren Regional Library
1991 3,000.00 Witt, John Arkansas River Valley Regional Library
1993 6,000.00 Hunt, Mary Kathleen Fort Smith Public Library
1994 6,000.00 Butler, Zoe Conway County Library
1998 6,000.00 Burris, Ashley Lawrence County Library
1998 6,000.00 McDonald, Donna Arkansas River Valley Regional Library
1999 6,000.00 Griggs, Mary Ann Mid-Arkansas Regional Library
2001 3,000.00 Kopper, Virginia (Ginny) Faulkner-Van Buren Regional Library
2001 3,000.00 Lott, Diana Jefferson County Library
2002 3,000.00 Kopper, Virginia (Ginny) Faulkner-Van Buren Regional Library
2002 2,250.00 Lott, Diana Jefferson County Library
2006 4,236.00 Bates, Anna Southeast Arkansas Regional Library
2006 3,177.00 Calhoun, Judy Southeast Arkansas Regional Library
2006 7,413.00 Cortez, Regina Mid-Arkansas Regional Library
2006 2,118.00 Dudley, Hadi Bentonville Public Library
2006 4,236.00 Mahon, Renee Fayetteville Public Library
2006 4,236.00 Rogers, Michael Northeast AR Regional Library
2007 2,118.00 Calhoun, Judy Southeast Arkansas Regional Library
2007 2,471.00 Eskridge, Randi Saline County Library
2007 1,059.00 Hancock, Willow Fayetteville Public Library
2007 2,118.00 Heaney, Paula Fayetteville Public Library
2007 4,236.00 Rogers, Michael Northeast AR Regional Library
2008 2,160.00 Calhoun, Judy Southeast Arkansas Regional Library
2008 2,160.00 Eskridge, Randi Saline County Library
2008 8,640.00 Hancock, Willow Fayetteville Public Library
2008 8,640.00 Heaney, Paula Fayetteville Public Library
2008 1,080.00 McGraw, John Central AR Regional Library (CALS)
2008 2,160.00 Parker, Ashley Mid-Arkansas Regional Library
2008 4,320.00 Pekel, Sue Ann Bentonville Public Library
2008 3,240.00 Young, Audra Farmington Public Library
2009 2,400.00 Bailey, Robert Central AR Regional Library (CALS)



2009
2009
2009
2009
2009
2009
2010
2010
2010
2010
2010
2010
2010
2011
2011
2011
2011
2011
2011
2011
2011
2011
2011
2011
2011
2012
2012
2012
2012
2012
2012
2012
2012
2012
2012
2012
2012
2012
2012
2012
2012
2012
2012
2012

2,400.00
2,400.00
4,800.00
2,400.00
4,800.00
3,600.00
2,700.00
1,350.00
4,050.00
5,400.00
4,050.00
9,450.00
5,400.00
2,700.00
2,700.00
9,450.00
4,050.00
5,400.00
6,750.00
4,050.00
6,750.00
8,550.00
2,700.00
2,700.00
5,400.00
5,400.00
6,750.00
2,700.00
1,350.00
10,800.00
5,400.00
4,050.00
2,700.00
6,750.00
10,800.00
2,700.00
6,750.00
1,350.00
8,100.00
10,800.00
2,700.00
6,300.00
6,750.00
5,400.00

Scholarship Payments Made

1977-2024

Donovan, Lisa

Hamlin, Kelly

John Clark "Hotspur" Closser
Price, Arlisa

Walsh, Caitlyn Spaulding
Young, Audra

Bailey, Robert

Donovan, Lisa

Hamlin, Kelly

John Clark "Hotspur" Closser
McCleod, Tara

Wallace, Darby

Walsh, Caitlyn Spaulding
Bailey, Robert

Bell, Audra

Carnahan, Sarah Razer
Donovan, Lisa

Drittler, Lauren

Ino, Darla

Kramer, Kelly Hamlin
McCleod, Tara

Rugger, Haley

Sheaner, Kim Crow
Wallace, Darby

Webb, Adam

Allen, Katie Elbe
Anderson, David

Bailey, Robert

Bell, Audra

Carpenter, Ronica
Chavez, Brittany Hennessee
Cruise, Kristen
Donovan, Lisa

Drittler, Lauren

Garrison, Amanda
Gowdy, Sarah

Ino, Darla

Kramer, Kelly Hamlin
Miller, Kristen

Owen, Sarah

Rugger, Haley

Schuster, Mark
Sheaner, Kim Crow
Webb, Adam

Central AR Regional Library (CALS)
Fort Smith Public Library
Fayetteville Public Library

Forrest City Public Library
Fayetteville Public Library
Farmington Public Library

Central AR Regional Library (CALS)
Central AR Regional Library (CALS)
Fort Smith Public Library
Fayetteville Public Library

Crawford County Library

Jackson County Library

Fayetteville Public Library

Central AR Regional Library (CALS)
Farmington Public Library

Central AR Regional Library (CALS)
Central AR Regional Library (CALS)
Arkansas River Valley Regional Library
White County Regional Library

Fort Smith Public Library

Crawford County Library

Central AR Regional Library (CALS)
Baxter County Library

Jackson County Library

Garland County Library

Garland County Library

Crossett Public Library

Central AR Regional Library (CALS)
Farmington Public Library

Central AR Regional Library (CALS)
Garland County Library

Central AR Regional Library (CALS)
Central AR Regional Library (CALS)
Arkansas River Valley Regional Library
Central AR Regional Library (CALS)
Bentonville Public Library

White County Regional Library

Fort Smith Public Library

Pope County Regional Library System
Central AR Regional Library (CALS)
Central AR Regional Library (CALS)
Carroll & Madison Library System
Baxter County Library

Garland County Library



2012
2013
2013
2013
2013
2013
2013
2013
2013
2013
2013
2013
2013
2013
2014
2014
2014
2014
2014
2014
2014
2014
2015
2015
2015
2015
2015
2015
2015
2015
2015
2015
2015
2015
2015
2015
2015
2015
2015
2015
2015
2015
2015
2015

4,050.00
5,400.00
4,050.00
1,350.00
5,400.00
2,700.00
1,350.00
6,750.00
1,350.00
5,400.00
10,800.00
2,700.00
12,600.00
8,100.00
5,400.00
6,750.00
5,400.00
4,050.00
2,700.00
5,400.00
2,700.00
6,750.00
5,400.00
4,050.00
4,050.00
6,750.00
5,400.00
1,350.00

Scholarship Payments Made

1977-2024

Zchiegner-Bleich, Fallon

Allen, Katie Elbe
Anderson, David
Blakeney, Jeannie

Chavez, Brittany Hennessee

Crenshaw, Loretta
Crow-Sheaner, Kim
Cruise, Kristen
Gowdy, Sarah
Gowdy, Sarah
McNiel, Courtney
Miller, Kristen
Rasnic, Rebecca

Zchiegner-Bleich, Fallon

Bailey, Kena
Bennett, Adrienne
Blakeney, Jeannie
Cook, Connie
Crenshaw, Loretta
Hancock, Kristina
Price-Harris, Arlisa
Wright, Roxie
Bailey, Kena
Bennett, Adrienne
Blakeney, Jeannie
Chase, Victoria
Christy, Wendy
Cook, Connie

(5,400.00) Cook, Connie

2,700.00
2,700.00
5,400.00
5,400.00
10,800.00
8,100.00
10,350.00
4,050.00
5,400.00
9,450.00
4,050.00

Cothren, Zac
Crenshaw, Loretta
Dedmon, Laquita
Dennis, Carlye
Fell, Devin
Friedan, Leah
Green, Linda
Jelinek, Gwyneth

Nelson-Lamont, Amy

Price-Harris, Arlisa
Rawls, Maria Tess

(4,050.00) Rawls, Maria Tess

5,400.00 Vanlandingham, Taylor

4,050.00
5,400.00

Wallace, Greg
Watson, Jennifer

Bentonville Public Library

Garland County Library

Crossett Public Library

Central AR Regional Library (CALS)
Garland County Library

Carroll & Madison Library System
Baxter County Library

Central AR Regional Library (CALS)
Bentonville Public Library
Bentonville Public Library
Hempstead County Library

Pope County Regional Library System
Crowley Ridge Regional Library
Bentonville Public Library
Fayetteville Public Library

Central AR Regional Library (CALS)
Central AR Regional Library (CALS)
Jackson County Library

Carroll & Madison Library System
Central AR Regional Library (CALS)
Forrest City Public Library
Southeast Arkansas Regional Library
Fayetteville Public Library

Central AR Regional Library (CALS)
Central AR Regional Library (CALS)
Crowley Ridge Regional Library
Saline County Library

Jackson County Library

Jackson County Library - Repayment
Cleburne County Library

Carroll & Madison Library System
Texarkana Public Library
Fayetteville Public Library
Fayetteville Public Library
Fayetteville Public Library

Conway County Library

Fayetteville Public Library
Fayetteville Public Library

Forrest City Public Library

Cross County Library

Cross County Library - Repayment
Springdale Public Library

Garland County Library

Saline County Library



2015
2015
2016
2016
2016
2016
2016
2016
2016
2016
2016
2016
2016
2016
2016
2016
2016
2016
2016
2016
2016
2016
2016
2016
2016
2016
2016
2017
2017
2017
2017
2017
2017
2017
2017
2017
2017
2017
2017
2018
2018
2018
2018
2018

Scholarship Payments Made

1977-2024

5,400.00 Wells, Kimberly
4,050.00 Wright, Roxie
2,700.00 Agginie, Dessalines
1,350.00 Blakeney, Jeannie
5,400.00 Brady, Erin
10,800.00 Chance, Morgan
5,400.00 Chase, Victoria
6,750.00 Christy, Wendy
5,400.00 Cothren, Zac
2,700.00 Crenshaw, Loretta
5,400.00 Dedmon, Laquita
5,400.00 Dennis, Carlye
1,350.00 Fitzgerald, Courtney
2,700.00 Friedan, Leah
4,050.00 Green, Linda
2,700.00 Jelinek, Gwyneth
10,800.00 Leeper, Gladys
5,400.00 Nelson-Lamont, Amy
4,050.00 Price-Harris, Arlisa
5,400.00 Renollet, Erin
12,150.00 Schoenenberger, Ginger
9,450.00 Stine, Dara
5,400.00 Vanlandingham, Taylor
1,350.00 Wallace, Greg
5,400.00 Watson, Jennifer
5,400.00 Wells, Kimberly
5,400.00 Williams, Corinne
5,400.00 Agginie, Dessalines
6,750.00 Ammons, Lyndsey
4,050.00 Barlow Graham, Clare
5,400.00 Brady-Randle, Erin
8,100.00 Browning-Kamins, Lara
10,800.00 Eaton, Rachel
2,700.00 Fitzgerald, Courtney
2,700.00 Jelinek, Gwyneth
1,350.00 Leeper, Gladys
2,700.00 Miner, Brenda
1,350.00 Stine, Dara
2,700.00 Wallace, Greg
(12,150.00) Leeper, Gladys
2,700.00 Agginie, Dessalines
5,400.00 Ammons, Lyndsey
6,750.00 Barlow Graham, Clare
2,700.00 Browning-Kamins, Lara

Crowley Ridge Regional Library
Bella Vista Public Library

Central AR Regional Library (CALS)
Central AR Regional Library (CALS)
Central AR Regional Library (CALS)
Columbia County Library

Crowley Ridge Regional Library
Saline County Library

Cleburne County Library

Carroll & Madison Library System
Texarkana Public Library
Fayetteville Public Library
Bentonville Public Library
Fayetteville Public Library

Conway County Library

Fayetteville Public Library

Pike County Library

Fayetteville Public Library

Forrest City Public Library
Springdale Public Library

Boone County Library

Marion County Public Library
Springdale Public Library

Garland County Library

Saline County Library

Crowley Ridge Regional Library
Garland County Library

Central AR Regional Library (CALS)
Saline County Library

Malvern-Hot Spring Co Library
Central AR Regional Library (CALS)
Central AR Regional Library (CALS)
Fayetteville Public Library
Bentonville Public Library
Fayetteville Public Library

Pike County Library

Ouachita Mountains Regional Library
Marion County Public Library
Garland County Library

Southwest AR Reg Library - Repayment

Central AR Regional Library (CALS)
Saline County Library

Mid-Arkansas Regional Library
Central AR Regional Library (CALS)



2018
2018
2018
2018
2018
2018
2018
2018
2018
2018
2018
2018
2018
2018
2019
2019
2019
2019
2019
2019
2019
2019
2019
2019
2019
2019
2019
2019
2019
2019
2020
2020
2020
2020
2020
2020
2020
2020
2020
2020
2020
2020
2020
2020

1,350.00
13,500.00
4,050.00
2,700.00
5,400.00
13,500.00
10,800.00
6,750.00
7,200.00
6,750.00
5,400.00
2,700.00
13,950.00
6,750.00
450.00
4,050.00
5,400.00
2,700.00
5,400.00
8,100.00
4,050.00
6,750.00
9,450.00
4,050.00
5,400.00
5,850.00
4,050.00
5,400.00
4,050.00
4,050.00
4,050.00
4,050.00
2,700.00
2,700.00
2,700.00
6,750.00
1,350.00
2,700.00
5,400.00
6,750.00
14,850.00
4,050.00
2,700.00
5,400.00

Scholarship Payments Made

1977-2024

Coulter, Nate

Davis, Adrianna
Egerton, Robin
Fitzgerald, Courtney
Garcia-Gomez, Nathalie

Griebel, Matthew Chance

Jones, Kristin
Moore, Deborah
Ogletree, Asti

Scott, Deidre
Singleton, Andrea
Wallace, Greg
Waters, Tara
Windel, Kenya
Burleson, Margaux
Coulter, Nate
Egerton, Robin
Fitzgerald, Courtney
Garcia-Gomez, Nathalie
Harrison, Allison
Lawler, Rebekah
Martinez, Adriana
Milligan, Hannah
Moore, Deborah
Munguia, Sarah
Ogletree, Asti

Scott, Deidre
Singleton, Andrea
Skorija, Kate
Windel, Kenya
Burleson, Margaux
Butkovic, Jessica
Canales-Ochoa, Randy
Coulter, Nate
Egerton, Robin
Evans, Tammie
Fitzgerald, Courtney
Harrison, Allison
Hayes, Amanda
Lawler, Rebekah
Locke, Hollie
Martinez, Adriana
Milligan, Hannah
Munguia, Sarah

Central AR Regional Library (CALS)
Faulkner-Van Buren Regional Library
Crawford County Library

Bentonville Public Library
Springdale Public Library

Wm. F Laman Public Library
Rogers Public Library

Lonoke County Library

East Central AR Regional Library
Central AR Regional Library (CALS)
Van Buren County Library

Garland County Library

Saline County Library

Newton County Library

Crawford County Library

Central AR Regional Library (CALS)
Crawford County Library

Bentonville Public Library
Springdale Public Library

Crawford County Library

Bentonville Public Library
Springdale Public Library

Rogers Public Library

Lonoke County Library

Crawford County Library

East Central AR Regional Library- Cross Co.

Central AR Regional Library (CALS)
Van Buren County Library
Fayetteville Public Library

Newton County Library

Crawford County Library

Central AR Regional Library (CALS)
Fayetteville Public Library

Central AR Regional Library (CALS)
Crawford County Library

Springdale Public Library
Bentonville Public Library

Crawford County Library

Central AR Regional Library (CALS)
Bentonville Public Library

Saline County Library

Springdale Public Library

Rogers Public Library

Crawford County Library



2020
2020
2020
2021
2021
2021
2021
2021
2021
2021
2021
2021
2021
2021
2021
2021
2021
2021
2021
2021
2021
2021
2021
2022
2022
2022
2022
2022
2022
2022
2022
2022
2022
2022
2022
2022
2022
2022
2022
2022
2022
2022
2022
2022

6,750.00
1,350.00
8,100.00
4,050.00
10,800.00
6,750.00
1,350.00
8,100.00
9,450.00
4,050.00
10,800.00
5,400.00
7,650.00
2,700.00
9,450.00
4,050.00
5,400.00
5,400.00
2,700.00
5,400.00
2,700.00
10,800.00

Scholarship Payments Made

1977-2024

Newbern, Ellizabeth
Olgetree, Asti
Sharon, Anna
Akers, Sarah
Burks, Chris
Burleson, Margaux
Butkovic, Jessica
Canales-Ochoa, Randy
Dodge, Kia

Evans, Tammie
Hawkins, Misty
Hayes, Amanda
Hendrix, Nakeli
Jones, Emily
Murray, Cassady
Newbern, Ellizabeth
Quinn, Molly

Rolf, Kimberly
Sharon, Anna
Spears, Shelby
Smith, Jessica
Sweeney, Stephanie

(5,400.00) Butkovic, Jessica (Kirk)

6,750.00
8,100.00
1,350.00
2,700.00
8,100.00
8,100.00
8,100.00
3,150.00
5,850.00
8,100.00
5,400.00
5,400.00
8,100.00
4,050.00
1,350.00
8,100.00
5,400.00
4,050.00
3,600.00
4,050.00
8,100.00

Akers, Sarah
Ashmore, Kathleen
Bright, Rachel
Burleson, Margaux
Espenschied, Samantha
Espey, Leigh
Fancher, Mattison
Hendrix, Nakeli
Hobbs, Hannah
Hough, Madison
Hurtado, Elizabeth
Jones, Emily
Jones, Kimberly
Jones, Tobie Taylor
Murray, Cassady
Olsen, Brook
Quinn, Molly
Ritchie, James
Robinette, Alan
Rolf, Kimberly
Shrell, Hanna

Central AR Regional Library (CALS)
East Central AR Regional Library - Cross Co.
Bentonville Public Library
Bentonville Public Library

Carroll & Madison Library System
Crawford County Library

Central AR Regional Library (CALS)
Fayetteville Public Library
Fayetteville Public Library
Springdale Public Library

Arkansas River Valley Regional Library
Central AR Regional Library (CALS)
Bentonville Public Library
Fayetteville Public Library
Fayetteville Public Library

Central AR Regional Library (CALS)
Fayetteville Public Library
Fayetteville Public Library
Bentonville Public Library

Rogers Public Library

Fayetteville Public Library

Crowley Ridge Regional Library

Central AR Regional Library (CALS) Repayment

Bentonville Public Library

Lonoke County Library

Bentonville Public Library

Crawford County Library

Rogers Public Library

Saline County Library

Fort Smith Public Library

Bentonville Public Library

Arkansas River Valley Regional Library
Southeast Arkansas Regional Library
Springdale Public Library

Fayetteville Public Library

Springdale Public Library

Bentonville Public Library
Fayetteville Public Library

Garland County Library

Fayetteville Public Library

Arkansas River Valley Regional Library
Saline County Library

Fayetteville Public Library
Bentonville Public Library



2022
2022
2022
2023
2023
2023
2023
2023
2023
2023
2023
2023
2023
2023
2023
2023
2023
2023
2023
2023
2023
2023
2023
2023
2023
2023
2023
2024
2024
2024
2024
2024
2024
2024
2024
2024
2024
2024
2024
2024
2024
2024
2024
2024

4,050.00
5,400.00
450.00
4,050.00
4,050.00
6,750.00
2,700.00
2,700.00
2,700.00
5,400.00
6,750.00
3,150.00
8,100.00
2,700.00
5,400.00
5,400.00
2,700.00
5,400.00
2,700.00
2,700.00
4,050.00
10,800.00
10,800.00
4,050.00
4,500.00
4,500.00
9,900.00
2,700.00
2,700.00
5,400.00
2,700.00
4,050.00
2,700.00
6,750.00
10,800.00
5,400.00
2,700.00
2,700.00
8,100.00
5,400.00
5,400.00
5,400.00
10,800.00
6,300.00

Scholarship Payments Made

1977-2024

Smith, Jessica
Spears, Shelby
Sweeney, Stephanie
Ashmore, Kathleen
Bright, Rachel
Davis, Clara
Espenschied, Samantha
Espey, Leigh
Fancher, Mattison
Ford, Jordan
Gillean, Hannah (Hobbs)
Hendrix, Nakeli
Hurtado, Elizabeth
Jones, Emily

Jones, Kimberly
Miller, Abby (Grimsley)
Olsen, Brook
Protiva-Brown, Tara
Quinn, Molly

Shrell, Hanna
Smith, Jessica
Spears, Kacy
Swaim, Madison
Williams, Brett
Wooley, Elizabeth
Wright, Keli

Wu, Bella

Barnhart, Susan
Beliew, Haleigh
Bowman, Billie
Bright, Rachel
Davis, Clara

Ellis, Emma

Hignite, Mary Emma
Hostetler, Traci
Miller, Abby (Grimsley)
Morales, Tatiana
Nowlin, James
Ogle, Terra

Park, Elizabeth
Protiva-Brown, Tara
Williams, Brett
Williams, Ricky
Wooley, Elizabeth

Fayetteville Public Library

Rogers Public Library

Crowley Ridge Regional Library
Lonoke County Library
Bentonville Public Library
Fayetteville Public Library

Rogers Public Library

Saline County Library

Fort Smith Public Library

Central AR Library System (CALS)
Arkansas River Valley Regional Library
Bentonville Public Library

Springdale Public Library

Fayetteville Public Library
Springdale Public Library

Springdale Public Library

Garland County Library

Central AR Library System (CALS)
Fayetteville Public Library
Bentonville Public Library
Fayetteville Public Library
Springdale Public Library

Crawford County Library

Garland County Library

Central AR Library System (CALS)
Rogers Public Library

Bentonville Public Library

Rogers Public Library

Faulkner-Van Buren Regional Library
Mississippi County Library System
Bentonville Public Library
Farmington Public Library
Fayetteville Public Library
Springdale Public Library

Ouachita Mountains Regional Library
Springdale Public Library

Springdale Public Library

Garland County Library

Fayetteville Public Library
Fayetteville Public Library

Central AR Library System (CALS)
Garland County Library

Pine Bluff/Jefferson Co Public Library
Central AR Library System (CALS)



Scholarship Payments Made
1977-2024

2024 4,500.00 Wright, Keli Rogers Public Library
2024 2,700.00 Wu, Bella Bentonville Public Library

1,530,073.00 Total Paid Out in Scholarships




State Librarian - Jennifer Chilcoat
Library Statistics Working Group (LSWG)

It was a pleasure to work with my LSWG colleagues on continuous improvement of the IMLS’s Annual
Public Library Survey (PLS). It's a challenge to keep up with the rolling calendar of activities that keep the
PLS moving forward, such as recommending new data elements, developing those data elements so that
they are statistically sound, voting on data elements for inclusion and deletion, conducting cognitive
interviews on new data elements, drafting and approving research papers, etc. Elements for consideration
during this meeting are primarily being developed for the FY2026 survey, which will go up for a vote in
August 2024 and, if approved, will appear on the survey our libraries receive for completion in early 2026.

ADE Summit

As a Division of the Arkansas Department of Education, ASL participates in the annual ADE Summit each
summer. The Summit offers enrichment for teachers, administrators, technology personnel, and student
support staff. In addition to participating in monthly planning meetings throughout the year, I also served
as an ambassador for the conference. Katie Walton presented two Traveler sessions at the Summit, as well.

Board Member Email Addresses

Over the coming days, each board member will be given an ADE email address to use for conducting board
business. This is to enhance your ability to maintain a boundary between your work on the board and your
personal email activity. Ken will be sending out instructions on setting up your account, and he will be
available to assist you if you should have any difficulties.

Onboarding and Human Resources

Changes to our onboarding process are temporarily on hold. The Arkansas Department of Education
adopted a shared services model for HR within its divisions in June. New employees to the agency will
now receive their first-day training with other new ADE employees. A new curriculum for that ADE
department-level orientation is coming soon, and we will resume our work on agency-specific onboarding
needs once that is in place.

Additional Activities (All meetings are online unless otherwise indicated)

AG’s Legal Update for Government Attorneys and Administrators, in-person, May 16-17
Digital Skills Focus Group for Arkansas Connect, May 21, June 5

ADE Leadership: HR Changes, in-person, May 29

Executive Team Meeting - Onboarding, June 3

ASL Managers Meeting, June 5, August 7

COSLA Table Talk, June 6

ADE 2024 Summit Planning, June 7

ADE Communications Team tour for promotions, in-person, June 11

ADE/DESE Leadership Preparation Focus Group, June 12

Scott Carnes and Chris Abshire, ADE HR, in-person, June 13
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Winthrop Rockefeller Institute Reading Challenge, June 14

Emily Carpenter, ADE Communications, ASL Branding Guide, June 20
COSLA Member Update, June 20

ADE Communications Team, Filming, June 24, July 11

Library Statistics Working Group Summer Meeting, San Diego, June 26-28
ADE Summit, Hot Springs, July 7-10

If All Arkansas Read the Same Book, Gravette-Arkadelphia-Conway, July 13-15
Rules Promulgation Process with BLR, July 16

Carl B. & Florence E. King Foundation, in-person, July 22

COSLA Southern Council, July 22

E-Rate and Hotspot Lending Webinar, July 31

COSLA Library Data Think Tank, August 1

COSLA National Library Service Table Talk

Gathering of the Book Clubs, If All Arkansas Read the Same Book, August 8

Future meetings/events include:

B National Book Festival, Washington DC, August 24
B Library Services and Technology Act Conference, Milwaukee WI, September 18-19
B COSLA Annual Meeting, Huntsville AL, October 20-23

Acronyms: AAAL - Advocates for All Arkansas Libraries; ADE - Arkansas Department of Education;
ALA - American Library Association; ArLA - Arkansas Library Association; ARPA - American Rescue
Plan Act; ARSL - Association for Rural and Small Libraries; CCPF - Coronavirus Capital Projects Fund;
COSLA - Chief Officers of State Library Agencies; DESE - Division of Elementary and Secondary
Education; FDLP - Federal Depository Library Program; GPO - Government Publishing Office; IDHI -
Institute for Digital Health and Innovation (UAMS); IMLS - Institute of Museum and Library Services;
LDD - Library Development District; LSWG - Library Statistics Working Group; MEAC - Measurement,
Evaluation, and Assessment Committee (PLA); PLA - Public Library Association; SDC - State Data
Coordinator
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Deputy Director - Kristen Cooke
Public Library Data

Arkansas data generated from the annual PLS (Public Library Survey) was due to the federal IMLS
(Institute of Museum and Library Services) portal on July 19, 2024. After the submission, the data will
enter a multi-year data validation, imputation, and publication schedule before appearing in the publicly
accessible IMLS Search and Compare tool (https:/ /www.imls.gov/search-compare). Once data has been

preliminarily accepted by the IMLS portal, the Arkansas State Data Coordinator will begin creating need-
responsive data summaries and a general data summary. During the Fall, training will be offered to
library-level data submitters on the 2024 survey instrument and reporting tools within the survey
platform.

The incoming funding available through the federal BEAD (Broadband Equity and Access and
Deployment) program has highlighted the need for reliable data from public libraries as anchor
institutions. The State Data Coordinator and the E-Rate Coordinator have begun amending current data
elements on the PLS and identifying information needs that are not currently met within the context of
the PLS.

In response to needs of the E-Rate Coordinator in conjunction with the Arkansas State Broadband Office,
2022 public library data was utilized to supplement and contextualize the current state of broadband
access and use at public libraries. Insights from that data are provided in the table below.

Twenty-five libraries in various geographic regions reported speed test download speeds of less than 50
MBPS with a mean attendance of 37,794 patrons annually. The range was 210,916 annual visits at the
highest of the 25 libraries and the lowest was 409 visits. These libraries also report that they cannot afford
the increase in cost even if a greater speed is available. The data seem to reinforce the idea that libraries
need at least 1G to deliver services irrespective of attendance.

Another notable insight emerged from 17 libraries that provide services to citizens in the Arkansas Delta.
Among these 17 libraries, the average annual attendance was 39,137. That falls slightly short of the
average attendance of the 25 libraries in regions with better access to infrastructure reporting DL speeds
of less than 50MBPS; these data reveal that libraries providing services to citizens in the Arkansas Delta
are busy and severely lacking the access they need.

Interestingly, seven libraries reported speed test results indicating 1G download speeds while also
reporting their current connectivity to be insufficient. The list of seven includes larger library systems
such as the Mid-Arkansas Regional Library’s main library in Malvern and smaller ones like the
Farmington library. All seven of those libraries also have fiber connections. In this list again, we see that
physical attendance is not necessarily proportional to the connectivity speed needs. The increasing
landscape of digital library services requires that libraries have higher connectivity speeds to deliver
services beyond basic end-user internet connectivity and public access.

KPI COUNT
TOTAL NUMBER OF LIBRARIES REPORTING INSUFFICIENT SPEEDS 74


https://www.imls.gov/search-compare

LIBRARIES REPORTING INSUFFICIENT SPEEDS BUT CANNOT AFFORD PRICE

INCREASE 39
INSUFFICIENT SPEED BUT COUNTY /CITY MAKES DECSISIONS RE: ACCESS 20
LIBRARIES REPORTING A LACK OF TECHNICAL KNOWLEGDE TO UPGRADE 34
DOWNLOAD SPEEDS UNDER 1G BUT CANNOT AFFORD PRICE INCREASE 22
LIBRARIES IN THE ARKANSAS DELTA REPORTING INSUFFICIENT SPEEDS 17
AVERAGE PHYSICAL ATTENDANCE AT DELTA LIBRARIES REPORTING

INSUFFICIENT SPEEDS 39137

Departmental Staffing

Each of the department/project managers that report to the Deputy (Information Services, Library for the
Blind and Print Disabled, Library Development, and Statewide Sharing and Engagement) are all now
staffed within the leadership roles. Recruiting concluded for the position of Statewide Sharing and
Engagement Coordinator. The position was offered to Taylor Hart McKinney, who will begin August 19,
2024. McKinney has worked in public and academic libraries and is currently pursuing an MLS (Master's
Degree in Library Science).

Karen O’Connell, who has functioned as interim Coordinator for Mockingbird, has been instrumental
and is continuing to aid in the transition after McKinney arrives. In the first few months of McKinney’s
employment focus will be on updating libraries to the staffing change, system training, and orientation to
existing procedures and workflows within the Virtual Union Catalog.

Arkansas BEAD Digital Opportunity Conference

Representatives from the Arkansas State Library attended the Arkansas State Broadband Office’s BEAD
Digital Opportunity Conference. The conference provided insight into the legislative intent,
implementation strategy and timeline for BEAD-related funding. Panelists include state and federal
leaders within the broadband space. Presentations at the conference provided information useful to the
amendment and expansion of data needed to benefit public libraries during this opportunity.

Upcoming Meetings, Events, or Site Visits

July- Association of Public Data Users, Conference
September - State Data Coordinators, Meeting
November- State Data Coordinators, Meeting

December - IMLS and State Data Coordinators Annual Meeting
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Manager of Library Development - Jennifer Wann

On-Going Projects:

Library Consulting Services

Consulting topics included, but were not limited to: allowable uses for state aid funds; process for
increasing library millage; changes in salary threshold for exempt and non-exempt employees under the
Fair Labor Standards Act; how to record public comments in minutes; process for acquiring/installing
road signs for libraries; canvassing in the library; amount of detail appropriate to include in minutes

Field Questions:

e April 17: Technology vendors e June 4: Bylaws
e May 29: Director evaluation form

Libraries Visited: Farmington Public Library; Clark County Library (Arkadelphia); Faulkner County
Library (Conway); Independence County Library (Batesville); Gravette Public Library; Arkansas River
Valley Regional Library Ride-along: Yell County Library (Danville), Logan County Library (Booneville),
Charleston Public Library, Gattis Logan County Library (Paris), Franklin County Library (Ozark),
Johnson County Library (Clarksville); Prescott - Nevada County Library; Union County Library (El
Dorado)

Public Library Staff/Board Development

e Board of Trustees Training
o Prescott - Nevada County Library and Pike County Library - June 3
o Union County Library - June 25

Little Free Library Project

Twenty Little Free Libraries kits will be awarded to public libraries in the state of Arkansas in a project to
support public libraries’ role of sharing reading activities with all members of the community. The goals
of this project are to: Foster a love of reading in local communities; make reading activities and books
more visible in the community landscape; and engage community members in activities focused on
reading. The application deadline for public libraries to apply to receive a kit is August 15, 2024.

Public Library Directors Summit

The Arkansas State Library will host a mini conference for public library directors September 25-27.
Topics include: Local Government Structure in Arkansas; Parliamentary Procedure and Robert’s Rules of
Order; Services Provided by the Arkansas State Library to Public Libraries; and Traveler Statewide

Resources. Forty-one directors are currently registered for the Summit.

Upcoming Events:

August 19 Marion County Library Board of Trustee Training
August 24 National Book Festival (Washington, DC)

August 29 Pope County Library MBTI Staff Training
September 25-27 Public Library Directors Summit

October 14 Saline County Library MBTI Staff Training



E4

Coordinator of the Arkansas Center for the Book - Karen O’Connell

On-Going Projects:

Library of Congress Center for the Book Updates

The 56 Center for the Book Affiliates have completed prioritizing objectives that emerged from long-
range planning efforts, especially as they fit into the overall Library of Congress Strategic Plan.

The 2024 National Book Festival theme is Books Build Us Up. The Arkansas Center applied for and has
been awarded a participation stipend to attend the National Book Festival. Additionally, a local
programming grant to connect Arkansas’ Great Reads selections with the National Book Festival theme
has been awarded to the Arkansas Center. The Coordinator will host 2024 Great Reads authors Eli Cranor
and Cathy Melvin, and Et Alia Press owner and director Erin Wood, via Zoom on August 13 at 4:00 p.m.

Book Club Project

Attendance reports indicate 994 book club readers from April through July (to date), with July statistics
still being submitted to the Center. From April through July, 153 book club kits went out, with 1,836
books provided.

Arkansas Gems

The poster and bookmark designs have been completed, and printing is underway. The project remains
on schedule for posters and bookmarks to debut on August 24 at the National Book Festival.

If All Arkansas Read the Same Book

As of the writing of this report, three of the four If All Arkansas Read the Same Book events have taken
place (Gravette, Arkadelphia, and Conway). Although final audience count is not yet calculated, there
were approximately 175 attendees at the events so far. Readers enjoyed Patti Callahan Henry’s
presentation about her journey as an author as well as the “story behind the story” that inspired The
Secret Book of Flora Lea. Our host libraries were fantastic, and Patti Callahan Henry wrote to us about how
amazing it was to connect with our Arkansas readers. In addition, the events brought literary tourists to
Arkansas: a group drove 120 miles from Springfield, MO and a couple visited from Wichita, KS (240
miles away from the Gravette event). The final event will take place on August 8 at the Independence
County Library in Batesville, which will be a hybrid event with a virtual visit from the author.

Upcoming Events:

August 8 IAARTSB Gathering of the Book Clubs
August 13 Books Build Us Up: 2024 Great Reads from Arkansas
August 24 National Book Festival, Washington, D.C.
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Manager of E-Rate Services - Amber Gregory

On-Going Projects:

E-Rate Update

e E-Rate Funding Year 2024 (July 1, 2024 - June 30, 2025) AR library data:
o Amount requested: $1,010,786
=  Funded: $903,803
= Pending: $106,983

e The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) announced a 3-year $200 Million Cybersecurity
Pilot Program to fund advanced cybersecurity tools for libraries and schools. Data gathered from
the pilot will 