The Charlie May Simon Award

Nominations List 2025-2026
Voting for this list will take place in May 2026.

Elf Dog and Owl Head

M.T. Anderson
Published April 11, 2023, by Candlewick

No Matter the Distance

Cindy Baldwin
Published February 21, 2023, by Quill Tree Books

Ready, Set, Dough

Kelly J. Baptiste
Published October 17,2023 by Crown Books for Young Readers

Hidden Hope: How a Toy and a Hero
Saved Lives During the Holocaust

e ” Elisa Boxer, Illustrated by Amy June Bates
e T Published March 14, 2023, by Harry N. Abrams

Finch House
3 Ciera Burch
‘E Published September 5,2023 by Margaret K. McElderry Books
Light Comes to Shadow Mountain
Toni Buzzeo
Published September 3, 2023, by Holiday House

CIERA BUHRCH

TRACY DCCOMY CROWEER Montgomery and the Case of the Golden Key

MQBHIQMQ‘E!E,BV Tracy Occomy Crowder, illustrated by Kristin Sorra
: Published October 10, 2023 by Lee & Low Books

The Eyes and the Impossible

David Eggers, illustrated by Shawn Harris
Published May 9, 2023, by Knopf Books for Young Readers



mailto:cassandra.barnett@ade.arkansas.gov

Good Different

Meg Eden Kuyatt
Published April 4 2023, by Scholastic Press

The Umbrella Makers Son

Katrina Leno
Published June 27, 2023, By HarperCollins

The Lost Year: A Survival Story of the Ukrainian Famine

Katherine Marsh
Published January 17,2023, by Square Fish

Small Shoes, Great Strides: How Three Brave Girls Opened
Doors to School Equality

Vaunda Micheaux Nelson, illustrated by Alex Bostic
Published November 7,2023, by Carolrhoda Books

Four Eyes: A Graphic Novel

Rex Ogle, illustrated by Dave Valeza
Published May 2, 2023, by Graphix

REX OGLE & DAVEVALEZA

Lasagna Means | Love You

Kate O’Shaunessy
Published Feb 21,2023, by Knopf Books for Young Readers

Leeva At Last

Sara Pennypacker, illustrated by Matthew Cordell
Published April 12,2022 by Candlewick

The Labors of Hercules Beal

Gary D. Schmidt
Published March 7,2023, by Clarion Books

Stars of the Night: The Courageous Children of the Czech
Kinderstransport

Caren Stelson, illustrated by Selina Alko
Published February 7,2023, by Carolrhoda Books

Finally Seen

Kelly Yang
Published February 28,2023, by Simon & Schuster Books for Young Readers
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