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A SURE DEFENSE: THE BOWIE 
KNIFE IN AMERICA
by Mark D. Zalesky 

and William B. Worthen

Copyright © 2018

Historic Arkansas Museum

Adult Nonfi ction

AFRICAN AMERICAN 
ATHLETES IN ARKANSAS: 
MUHAMMAD ALI’S TOUR, 

BLACK RAZORBACKS & OTHER 
FORGOTTEN STORIES

by Evan Demirel

Copyright © 2017

ED Productions

Adult Nonfi ction

ARKANSAS BEER: AN 
INTOXICATING HISTORY

by Bryan Sorensen

Copyright © 2017

The History Press

Adult Nonfi ction

BLACK AMERICAN VOICES: 
SHARED CULTURE, VALUES AND 

EMOTIONS
by Joe Barry Carroll, editor

Copyright © 2017

Joe Barry Carroll Publishing

Adult Nonfi ction

BLACK BOYS BURNING: THE 
1959 FIRE AT THE ARKANSAS 

NEGRO BOYS INDUSTRIAL 
SCHOOL

by Grif Stockley

Copyright © 2017

University Press of Mississippi

Adult Nonfi ction

BREAKING BREAD: A BAKER’S 
JOURNEY HOME IN 75 RECIPES

by Martin Phillip

Copyright © 2017

Harper Wave

Adult Nonfi ction

CALLING THE WILD: THE 
HISTORY OF ARKANSAS DUCK 

CALLS
by Mike Lewis

Copyright © 2017

Susan Schadt Press

Adult Nonfi ction

COTTONMOUTHS: A NOVEL
by Kelly J. Ford

Copyright © 2017

Skyhorse Publishing

Adult Fiction

DARKANSAS: A NOVEL
by Janet Middleton

Copyright © 2017

Dzanc Books

Adult Fiction 



Th e 2018 Arkansas Gems List…Page 2

HOME SWEET HOME: ARKANSAS 
RESCUE DOGS & THEIR STORIES

 by Grace Vest

Copyright © 2017

Et Alia Press LLC

Adult Nonfi ction

LET THE CHILDREN MARCH
 by Monica Clark-Robinson

Copyright © 2018, Illustrations 

Copyright © 2018 by Frank Morrison

HMH Books for Young Readers

Easy

MARC H FORWARD, GIRL: FROM 
YOUNG WARRIOR TO

LITTLE ROCK NINE
by Melba Pattillo Beals

Copyright © 2018, Illustrations 

Copyright © 2018 by Frank Morrison

HMH Books for Young Readers

Juvenile

SHE PERSISTED AROUND THE 
WORLD: 13 WOMEN WHO

CHANGED HISTORY
by Chelsea Clinton

Copyright © 2018, Illustrations 

© 2018 by Alexandria Boiger 

Philomel Books

Juvenile

THE PRESIDENT IS MISSING
by Bill Clinton and James Patterson

Copyright © 2018

Little, Brown and Company and 

Knopf

Adult Fiction

PUPCAKES: A CHRISTMAS NOVEL
by Annie England Noblin

Copyright © 2017

William Morrow

Adult Fiction

SMOKE EATERS
by Sean Grigsby

Copyright © 2018

Angry Robot

Adult Fiction

LEGENDS OF THE LOST CAUSES
 by Brad McLelland and Louis 

Sylvester

Copyright © 2018

Henry Holt and Co.

Juvenile
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Other 2018 books by Arkansas authors

Inclusion of books on this list does not constitute an endorsement by the Arkansas State Library or the Arkansas 
Center for the Book.
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THE FIRST TWENTY-FIVE: AN ORAL 
HISTORY OF THE

DESEGREGATION OF LITTLE ROCK’S 
PUBLIC JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOLS

by LaVerne Bell-Tolliver, editor

Copyright © 2018

University of Arkansas Press

Adult Nonfi ction

THE MAN IN SONG: A DISCOGRAPHIC 
BIOGRAPHY OF JOHNNY CASH

by John M. Alexander

Copyright © 2018

University of Arkansas Press

Adult Nonfi ction

THE WORST FIRST DAY: BULLIED WHILE 
DESEGREGATING CENTRAL HIGH

by Elizabeth Eckford, Dr. Eurydice Stanley and 

Grace Stanley

Copyright © 2018

Lamp Press LLC

Juvenile

100 INSECTS OF ARKANSAS 
AND THE MIDSOUTH: THEIR 

PORTRAITS AND STORIES
by Norman and Cheryl Lavers

Copyright © 2018

Et Alia Press

Adult Nonfi ction

A DOWN-HOME TWELVE DAYS 
OF CHRISTMAS
by Nancy Allen

Copyright © 2017

Pelican Publishing Company

Juvenile

AN ARKANSAS FLORILEGIUM: THE 
ATLAS OF BOTANIST EDWIN SMITH

Illustrated by Naturalist Kent Bonar

Copyright © 2017

University of Arkansas Press

Adult Nonfi ction

ANOTHER SLICE OF ARKANSAS 
PIE

by Kat Robinson

Copyright © 2018

Tonti Press

Adult Nonfi ction
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ARKANSAS WOMEN: THEIR 
LIVES AND TIMES

by Cherisse Jones-Branch, editor

Copyright © 2018

University of Georgia Press

Adult Nonfi ction

BECOMING JOHN MARIN: 
MODERNIST AT WORK

by Ann Prentice Wagner, editor

Copyright © 2018

University of Arkansas Press

Adult Nonfi ction

BONE BY BONE: A LOVE STORY
by Paula Martin

Copyright © 2017 

Earth Songs Press

Adult Fiction

BULLETS AND FIRE: LYNCHING 
AND AUTHORITY IN ARKANSAS,  

1840-1950
by Guy Lancaster, editor

Copyright © 2017

University of Arkansas Press

Adult Nonfi ction

DEVIL’S GOLD: A BLACK ROSE 
MYSTERY

by Amanda McKinney

Copyright © 2018

Amazon Digital Services

Adult Fiction

FAIL UNTIL YOU DON’T: 
FIGHT. GRIND. REPEAT.

by Bobby Bones

Copyright © 2018

Austin Bones, Inc.

Dey Street Books

Adult Nonfi ction

HILLBILLY HELLRAISERS: 
FEDERAL POWER AND 

POPULIST DEFIANCE IN THE 
OZARKS

by J. Blake Perkins

Copyright © 2017 

University of Illinois Press

Adult Nonfi ction

LIVING IN HARMONY: A LEGACY 
OF LOVE

by Sue Cato Gennings

Copyright © 2017 

Parkhurst Brothers Publishers

Adult Fiction

PRESSING FREEDOM
by Roger Armbrust

Copyright © 2017

Parkhurst Brothers Publishers

Adult Fiction

SAWBILL: A SEARCH FOR PLACE
by Jennifer Case

Copyright © 2018

University of New Mexico Press

Adult Nonfi ction
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THE MUD & THE LOTUS: A 
GUIDE AND WORKBOOK FOR 

STUDENTS OF YOGA
by Courtney Denise Butler

Copyright © 2017

Et Alia Press

Adult Nonfi ction

THE NANTUCKET SEA 
MONSTER: A FAKE NEWS STORY

by Darcy Pattison; Illustrated by 

Peter Willis

Copyright © 2017

Mims House

Juvenile

WHAT HAPPENED
by Hillary Rodham Clinton

Copyright © 2017

Simon & Schuster

Adult Nonfi ction

SCALES OF JUSTICE
by Taylor Dugan

Copyright © 2017

Sharkeypants Books

Juvenile

SLOAN: A PALEOINDIAN 
DALTON CEMETERY IN 

ARKANSAS
by Dan F. Morse

Copyright © 2017

University of Arkansas Press

Adult Nonfi ction

THE GEEK’S GUIDE TO THE 
WRITING LIFE

by Stephanie Vanderslice

Copyright © 2018

Bloomsbury Academic

Adult Nonfi ction

THE LAST DAYS OF OSCAR 
WILDE

by John Vanderslice

Copyright © 2018

Burlesque Press LLC

Adult Fiction


